
THE STAR ZOO

In our world today a hummingbird is a

	

small, brilliantly coloured bird that

	

lives in the tall trees of Tropical feasts.

In the far distant [aunt, Hummingbird

	

(Hammy for short) is a girl of sixtccn

	

r;
who lives somewhere in the Galaxy, an
a planet called Just Me Home. She
has the name `Hummingbird' in big
letters on all her dothes, but she has

	

never seen a real hummingbird. She

	

pp^^
has never seen any lining animal or
bird at aU. The Book of Remembering
says that there were once many
animals on a planet called Earth, but

	

that was before the Burning, a long,
long time ago ...
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Humans are the most successful animals on the planet
Earth - successful, that is, in the fight with other animals. If

it's a question of fighting for food or land, then we humans
always win. We cut down trees, build houses or factories,
grow our own food. The animals must go and find another

place to live . . . if they can.

We humans always win because we are intelligent. We can
think, talk, use tools, make wonderful machines. We are
extremely clever animals ...

Perhaps too clever. Perhaps people in the future will think

differently. Hummingbird (Hummy for short) is a girl of

sixteen who lives in about 22,500 AD, on a planet a long
way from Earth. She likes clothes and dancing, and worries
about who she will marry. She has never seen a tree. She has
never seen any animal or bird. She knows what animals are,
kof;course, because there are stories about them in the Book
of Remembering. But who can believe old stories like that?

Harry Gilbert, the author of this story, lives and teaches in
London. This is his eighth book, and his first for students of

English.
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You must marry me

Nothing ever happens on just Like Home - that's the name

of the planet I live on. I get so bored!

But tonight was Remembering Night and that's exciting.

There's the big fire where everybody must put on something

that they love and watch it burn. Then there's the dancing
round the fire.

But what I like best about Remembering Night are the
clothes. We usually wear what we like on just Like Home -

but the clothes must have the name of our name-animal on

them. For example, I always have the word `Hummingbird'

on my clothes, which means my name is Hummingbird -

Hummy for short.

Nobody knows what a hummingbird looks like, but we

know what birds are. Birds are animals that fly. The Book of
Remembering tells us that.

I don't always believe what the Book of Remembering
says.

Nobody knows who you are on Remembering Night

because you wear black clothes that cover you from head to

foot, and there is no name of your name-animal. You can

only see people's eyes looking out of the eye-holes in the
clothes.

It was dark outside. The only light came from the big fire.
I held my father's hand at first and we danced together. My

mother danced away and I couldn't see her. Soon I lost my
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The Star Zoo You must marry me

father. I didn't know where they were.

It didn't matter. I was dancing in the middle of the crowd.

Our family would meet together in the robot plane afterwards.

There were about a thousand people round the fire. Too

many people to count. Nearly everybody on just Like Home

was there.

Everybody, on planets all over the Galaxy, was dancing

round fires at the same time. What a wonderful thing!

The last dance began. You hold hands in a big circle round

the fire - everybody together. You dance round and round in

a circle until ...

Well, everybody knows what happens in the end.

I was holding hands with someone on my right and

someone on my left. We were all shouting, `BURN BURN

BURN BURN BURN BURN BURN...'

The last dance went on for a long time. In the end

somebody fell down. He pulled down the people on both

sides of him. Then people on both sides of them fell down.

Everybody was too tired to stay on their feet.

People fell down all round the circle. Falling. Dying.

We wear black clothes to remember. We remember the

Burning.

We remember that we have a Galaxy, but we are alone.

We are empty in our hearts. We are the only living things in

the Galaxy.

Sad. Lonely and sad.

I lay on the ground, very, very. tired. I was happy and sad

at the same time. Happy to be with everybody, sad that we

2

The last dance began. You hold hands in a big circle round the fire -
everybody together.
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were alone.

Then the worst thing in my life happened. Somebody

came up to me and said, `Hello.' I didn't know who it was. I

could only see his eyes shining in the light of the fire. But it

was the voice of a man who was much older than me.

`Hello?' I answered. I didn't want to talk to him.

`I saw you in the dance,' he said. `I know you're a young

girl because you were dancing like a young girl. I think you're

seventeen years old.'

`No, I'm only sixteen,' I said.

`Wonderful. Just what I want,' said the man. `I will marry

you. You must marry me.'

I couldn't believe what he was saying. This was terrible.

And very bad luck.

Yes, it was true a woman must marry any man who asks

her on Remembering Night - by order of the Star Council.

I'm sixteen so I'm a woman, not a child. I couldn't say no to

this man. I was sick in my heart.

`My name's Buff,' the man said. `What's your name,

sweetheart?'

`Er, my name's, er ... Caterpillar,' I lied. `I'm usually

called Kate.'

`Well, Kate,' Buff said, `will you marry me?'

`I'm sorry, Buff. I know I'm sixteen and old enough to get

married but my parents don't want me to get married yet.

I'm their only daughter.'

Buff laughed. It was a horrible laugh. He enjoyed knowing

I didn't want him. What a monster!

4

	Oh, thank Earth-and-animals I hadn't told him my real
name!

I jumped up suddenly and ran into the crowds of people in

the dark. I was safe. He couldn't find me. I went to our robot

plane and sat inside until my parents came.

I didn't tell my parents anything. I was afraid. The Star

Council said Buff was right and I was wrong, and I didn't

know what my parents would do.

Next morning I forgot about it. How could Buff find me?

There were hundreds of girls on our planet. He didn't know

my name. He-had only seen my eyes.

Suddenly my father came into my room. `Hummingbird,'

he said sadly.

`What's the matter?' I asked. `Why are you calling me

Hummingbird, not Hummy?'

`Hummingbird, ask your robot for a wedding dress.'

`Why? Why?' But I knew the answer.

`You will marry a gentleman called Buffalo.'

`No, father, I can't.' I started crying. `I don't want to. I'm

too young. I don't want to leave you. I hate him!'

My father shook his head. `Please, Hummy, it's only for

one year. You can't be a child forever. Lots of girls don't

want to get married at first. The Star Council says we must

get married as often as possible and have children. You know

why.'

`Why?' I spoke like a small child.

`Because we are lonely. Because there is nothing in the

Galaxy except us. You know all that, Hummy.'

5
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The dressing-robot made me a wedding dress - we have

robots for everything like that. The dress was white and

covered me all over except for my eyes.

My father took my arm.

Buff was waiting with my mother. I saw his eyes through

the eye-holes of his wedding suit. They were small mean

eyes.

`Hello, Kate,' he said.

My father said, `Her name is Hummingbird.'

`I know, I know,' Buff said.

`How did you find me?' I asked Buff.

`I had a small camera,' he answered. `I took a photo of

your eyes. Did you know that everybody's eyes are different?

Nobody has eyes like yours.'

I turned to my father. `Listen to him! Can't you see how

horrible he is? Please don't make me marry him.'

My father didn't say anything. He couldn't help me.

You can say no if a man asks you to marry him on

	

Remembering Night. But you must have a very special

reason. A reason that the Star Council will accept. If you are

	

doing work that is important for the Galaxy, the Council

will usually accept that as a good reason.

I couldn't think of anything like that. But it was something

to hope for ... if I could escape.

I was afraid. I didn't want to run away and never see my

family again.

Some neighbours arrived, and the wedding began

immediately.

You must marry me

R

Some neighbours arrived, and the wedding began immediately.
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The Star Zoo A spaceship made of plastic

Buff stood next to me and held my hand. His hand was

large and a little wet. How I hated him!

My father picked up the Book of Remembering. He read,

`In the beginning there were millions of planets in the Galaxy

but there was only life on one. That was the planet Earth.

People and animals lived together. But people polluted

Earth. It became too hot for animals to live. They died. All

the animals died. So people left Earth and never returned to

that planet. Their hearts were empty when they left Earth,

empty today, empty forever ...'

Buff was still holding my hand.

My father spoke again. `Buffalo, will you take my

daughter Hummingbird to be your wife for one year, in the

name of Earth and the animals?'

Buff answered, `I will.'

My father turned to me. `Hummingbird, will you take this

man Buffalo to be your husband for one year, in the name of

Earth and the animals?'

That's when I ran.

I let the wedding dress fall off me. I ran fast. They ran after

	

me but I could run much faster without the wedding dress. I

got to our robot spaceship, jumped into it and said, `Take

off.

`Why are people running towards us?' the spaceship

asked.

`Take off now!' I shouted. `It's life or death!'

The spaceship couldn't argue. It took off.

Just Like Home was green all over - fields of wheat

everywhere. I was out in space looking back at my planet. All

around me were stars.

The millions of stars in the Galaxy - that's where I could

hide!

2

A spaceship made of plastic

I couldn't believe what I'd done. I'd run away - me!

I'm not very brave and I love my parents very much. I

never thought I could ever disobey them.

I was afraid. And I felt sad for my parents. Poor mother

and father!

But I had to live my own life. I couldn't get married to a

horrible old man like Buffalo!

I knew they would follow me quickly so I told the

spaceship to take me to a very quiet part of the Galaxy, a long

way from any planets with people on.

The spaceship went.

How can a spaceship travel across the Galaxy in no time

at all?

Well, I learnt the answer to that in school. There are a lot

of little black holes in space. They are about as big as a

potato. A spaceship goes into one black hole and comes out

of another black hole on the other side of the Galaxy.

Don't ask me how a big thing like a spaceship can go into

a thing as small as a potato. I was probably asleep when the

8
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robot teacher told me the answer to that!

Nobody could find me now. I was in the middle of the

Galaxy in empty space.

There were stars above my head, stars below my feet, stars

on my left hand, stars on my right hand.

Strange. I knew all these stars were a long, long way away

but they didn't look far away. They looked very close; I

wanted to reach out my hand and touch them.

And the silence. So very, very, very quiet.

The Book of Remembering says how I felt: `Their hearts

were empty.'

My heart was empty. I saw millions of stars but there was

no life in the Galaxy except us humans. Well, there are

potatoes and wheat and rice but you can't talk to vegetables.

We are alone.

The Book of Remembering says we did it. We polluted

Earth and so killed all the animals. We ran away from Earth

and we're still running. That was twenty thousand years ago

and we still can't forget.

The Book of Remembering gives names for thousands of

animals. Fantastic! Could there really be thousands of

animals? The idea of animals is so strange. What did they

look like? The Book of Remembering has no pictures, but

says there are birds that fly, and fish that swim. There are

animals with no legs, and animals with lots of legs - ugh!

What a horrible idea!

Can anybody believe stories like that?

And now I was running away too. Perhaps I was wrong to

10

run away.

Suddenly the spaceship went `PING!'

`Yes, what is it?' I asked.

`There is something near us.'

`Oh!' I said. `I thought we were a long way from anything

out here. Take me closer.'

We moved closer, but I couldn't see anything.

Then one star disappeared, then another star, and

another. It was too dark to see what the thing was. It was just

a big black shape between me and the stars.

It was probably just a big old rock, which had broken off

a moon or a planet.

Well, perhaps it contained gold or something. Then I

could show the Star Council I was doing important work.

Perhaps that would be a good reason not to marry Buff.

I said, `Find out what it is made of.'

The spaceship shot a laser at the thing and said, `It is not

natural. It may be a spaceship, although it is moving too

slowly to arrive at a star. It is made of plastic.'

A spaceship made of plastic? You can't make spaceships

out of plastic! And spaceships don't travel slowly.

I was a little afraid, but this was something really

important; nobody could make me get married after I had

discovered something as strange as this. I was afraid but also

excited. Most girls just get married once a year and have

another baby. That's enough excitement for them. Not me!

I was going to visit this spaceship and meet ... the people

inside it.

11
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I pulled and pushed and hit the big round door.

12

`Show me this plastic spaceship,' I said.
My spaceship shone out light. The thing was big, big, BIG.

Who would build a spaceship so big? The plastic was full of
holes and the spaceship looked old and dead. Would
anybody be left alive inside? I didn't think so.

The spaceship was round like a ball. It turned slowly,
which made things inside just heavy enough to stay on the
ground.

I saw a door on it and said, `Land there.'
My spaceship landed. I put on a spacesuit, went outside

and moved to the big round door. I pulled and pushed and hit
it. At last something moved and the door opened.

Inside, there was a tunnel. A long black tunnel. I climbed
in and the door closed behind me.

3

Monsters

There was a door at the other end of the tunnel. I went
through and ...

I was dreaming! I saw big things that grew out of the
ground. They were much taller than me with long brown
arms covered with green leaves.

I was very frightened as I remembered something in the
Book of Remembering: `In those days there were trees ..

Trees!
I never thought a living thing could be so big. I covered my

13
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eyes with my hands. I was afraid to look ... but I was afraid

not to look.

After a time I took my hands away from my eyes. The

trees were still there. They weren't moving.

I suddenly understood that the trees couldn't move. They

were plants, like potatoes or rice. I was safe standing under

them.

But I didn't feel safe.

The computer inside my spacesuit was checking the air for

me. After a few seconds the red lights on my suit turned to

green. The air here was safe for humans. So I took off my

spacesuit.

Now I could touch and smell things. There was a soft

wind. It was cool. I smelt ... strange new smells. I smelt

living things. Was I smelling the trees ... or something else?

I heard a sound of crying. Then I thought I heard

something moving in the trees - just behind one big tree.

Was something hiding behind the tree? I was frightened

but I wanted to see, so I walked slowly towards the tree.

There was light in this place but there were shadows in the

trees. I looked round the tree ...

I was frightened almost out of my mind. I fell down and

my body started shaking.

A grey thing came out from behind the tree and came

towards me. It was big but it wasn't tall because it walked on

four feet. It had no hands.

But the thing had teeth. Yes, it had a mouth full of teeth,

yellow, shiny teeth. It had yellow eyes and grey hair all over

Monsters

But the thing had teeth - a mouth full of yellow, shiny teeth.
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its body. I could smell it ...

Its mouth came towards my face. I closed my eyes and

waited to die.

There was hot air on my face. I wanted to scream and

scream but I was too frightened. I couldn't scream.

My mind exploded. I went crazy. I suddenly hit the grey

thing and it fell back against the tree. I hit it again, as hard as

I could.

I wanted to destroy the grey thing and I was screaming.

Suddenly it was gone.

Then I saw another monster. This one was very small with

grey fur all over its body. It was holding on to the tree but I

pulled it off. I could destroy this one!

I pulled its short legs hard. The small monster bit me. Its

teeth went right into my finger. The pain was terrible.

But my mind was exploding. I wanted to destroy it and I

didn't care about the pain. I just wanted to kill it.

Then the big grey monster ran back through the trees,

jumped at me and knocked me down. As I fell, I dropped the

little monster and it escaped.

My head banged on a rock and everything went black.

4

More monsters

There was a long black nose in front of my face. It was

smelling me.

At first I couldn't understand what was happening. Then

I remembered. The monster with teeth!

I tried to hit the nose but my arm didn't move. Something

was wrong with me. My body felt empty and I was hot

	

inside, like a fire. My body ached and my skin was wet all

over.

The big grey monster sat in front of me and it looked at

me.

Then I saw the small monster too. It was lying on the

ground. It was hurt. It was very small, just a little bigger than

my hand. It had a beautiful soft tail and it made a sad sound:

`Eee-eee!'

I felt two different things at the same time. I wanted to

destroy it ... but I also felt sorry for it. It was feeling pain,

like me.

I didn't know what to do so I started to cry.

The big monster lay down next to me with its fur against

my skin. I hated the feeling of its fur but my body couldn't

move.

The fur made my skin dry and I began to feel better. I

suddenly felt very tired and I was soon asleep.

I woke up feeling better. I wasn't hot inside and I could

move again.

16
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I wanted to take a laser gun and kill all those monsters.

More monsters

The big monster sat down with me. I hit it with my hand

but I still wasn't strong. I didn't hurt it.

Then the monster opened its mouth and called: `Hoo-

woo!'

Some time passed. Then more monsters came. More and

more. Most of the monsters walked on four legs. A very big

one licked me with its tongue. It was a hard tongue, not like

my soft tongue. But I felt better afterwards. That monster

made a noise like this: 'Hee-haw!'

There was a very small monster that could fly. It had

wings and a long hard mouth. It made a noise like this:

`Cheep-cheep!'

It cleaned my finger where Eee-Eee had bitten me. Cheep-

Cheep's hard little mouth was good at that.

	

I must tell the truth. I wanted to take a laser gun and kill

all those monsters. They weren't hurting me. They were

helping me. They were nice.

But something in my mind hated them. I didn't want to

have to think about them.

But I didn't have a laser gun so I couldn't destroy them.

One monster brought me water. Another monster gave

me some fruit to eat. A few monsters lay against my body

and made me warm. They helped me in many ways but there

was something sick in my mind. I still hated them.

I will try to explain. For twenty thousand years the Galaxy

had belonged to humans. Everything in the Galaxy belonged

to us.

When a new baby comes into a family, the first child hates

18
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the baby. The first child wants to be the most important, and

to keep everything for itself. It is afraid the baby will take

things away from it.

It was like that with me. I wanted to fight these monsters.

I didn't want them living with me, in my Galaxy.

One day two humans came through the trees. I stood up.

I was stronger now. `Oh, thank Earth-and-animals!' I said

and ran towards them.

The humans looked at me with big round eyes. One

human was a man with long hair. He said, `Gug-gug-gug!'

Then he went down on the ground on his hands and

knees, like a baby. He ran round me, smelling me.

The woman said, `Yee-yee-yee!' She jumped up on a

branch of a tree.

They were humans but they were just like the monsters.

They couldn't talk to me.

I started to feel miserable. The monsters tried to give me

food but I didn't care about eating.

The monster that said `Hee-haw!' carried me on its back

and we went to a little river. Hee-Haw dropped me into the

water. I didn't care if I was clean or dirty, but Hee-Haw

kicked water over me and washed me.

The big grey monster that said `Hoo-woo!' was worried

about me. I didn't eat very much and I didn't wash myself. I

just sat.

One day Hoo-Woo came with Hee-Haw. Hee-Haw

carried me through the trees and the three of us travelled a

long way. Finally we came to a high plastic wall.

20

Finally we came to a high plastic wall.
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Hoo-Woo pushed open a door in the wall and we went

through. On the other side the air was hot and wet and the
trees were bigger. There were monsters but they were
different.

Hee-Haw carried me a long way through this forest. In the

end we arrived at another plastic wall where there was

another door.

Hoo-Woo opened the door and we entered a long tunnel.

At the end of the tunnel was another door. At first Hoo-Woo

waited outside this door, looking worried. I looked at the
door. What was on the other side? Why was Hoo-Woo so

worried? In the end he opened the door.

I saw a small round room just for a second. Then a terrible

bright light came out. After that I couldn't see inside any

more; it was too bright. I was very frightened. I felt this fear

deep inside me.

Hee-Haw's head touched the ground. Hoo-Woo's head

touched the ground too. I understood. This was their God! I

understood because I felt the same fear as they did.

Hoo-Woo pushed me towards the light.

S

Waiting for fifteen thousand years

`It's too bright in here,' I said. `I can't see.'

The light suddenly wasn't so bright and I could see again.

I was in a round room, which was empty except for a large

square computer.

The computer didn't look like the modern computers we

have.
`You aren't God!' I said. `You're just a computer! Just a

strange old computer!'

A voice came from it. `Yes, this is computer. Who are

you?'

Oh, the computer still worked! I was surprised as it looked

so very old. It didn't speak in a natural way as modern

computers do.

`I'm Hummingbird,' I answered.

`You are not a hummingbird. Hummingbirds fly in the

forests here, in Star Zoo. You are human. You are not a child

of Star Zoo. Computer is happy.'

I listened but I didn't understand. `Hummingbird' was

just my name - and the name of one of the animals in the

Book of Remembering. Why was this place called the Star

Zoo? What was a `zoo'? I had so many questions to ask!

`Computer,' I said, `where do you come from? I never

heard of a spaceship as big as this! You speak my language

but it sounds different. Why do Hee-Haw and Hoo-Woo

think you're God?'

22
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The Star Zoo Waiting for fifteen thousand years

`Who is Hee-Haw? Who is Hoo-Woo?' the computer

asked.

'The two monsters that brought me here,' I answered.

'Yes. Donkey. Wolf. All animals believe computer is God.

Computer makes ultrasonic sound. Ultrasonics make fear.'

'Animals?' l said slowly. Animals were only a story in the

Book of Remembering. There were no animals alive today.

What was the computer talking about?'Animals... like Eee-

Eee and Cheep-Cheep?'

'Eee-Eee is a squirrel,' the computer said. 'Cheep-Cheep is

a bird. Animals take care of you.'

I was very afraid. Donkey, wolf, squirrel, and bird were all

animals named in the Book of Remembering.

'Where did these animals come from?' I asked.

'Star Zoo came from Earth,' the computer answered. 'Star

Zoo left Earth. Earth was hot.'

I suddenly couldn't stand. I fell down and my mind

exploded again. This time I wasn't angry. I was sad, empty,

afraid, and a little crazy. This was the Book of Remembering

come to life!

Earth hot? That was the Burning! We made the Earth too

hot and all life except humans died. And we humans did it!

'Not necessary to fall down,' the computer said. 'Computer

is not God. Computer wants to talk to humans. Computer is

sad that humans have not spoken for fifteen thousand years.'

I stood up slowly. The Book of Remembering was for

remembering the animals but they had been dead for twenty

thousand years.
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'You aren't God!' I said. 'You're just a computer!
Just a strange old computer!'
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But the animals were here! Yes, here in the Star Zoo, after

travelling between stars for twenty thousand years!

`Why did you leave Earth? What happened?' I asked.

The computer answered, `Humans polluted Earth. Earth

was hot. Animals died.'

`Yes,' I said. `I know that.'

The computer continued, `Humans made zoo in space.

No money. Used plastic bottles.'

`What?' I said. I didn't understand.

`Collected old plastic bottles. Made zoo with plastic

bottles. Cheap. Made big zoo with many rooms.'

`Why are there different rooms?' I asked.

`Animals and plants live in different ways,' the computer

said. `Hot, cold, wet, dry. Impossible to keep all animals and

all plants in one room. Need different things. Difficult work

to get everything right. Necessary to have big computer. No

money. Got old computer from army.'

`So that's you?' I said. `You're an old army computer from

Earth?'

`Computer works and never stops.'

`I understand!' I said. `A group of people made this Star

Zoo. They knew that Earth was dying. They wanted to save

the animals. They sent the Star Zoo away from Earth.'

`Star Zoo went,' the computer said. `No money. Went

slowly.'

`Very slowly,' I agreed. `But what happened to the

humans inside the Star Zoo?'

`Five thousand years humans gave orders. Computer

`Humans polluted Earth. Earth was hot. Animals died,'
said the computer.
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worked. Computer mended walls. Computer kept Star Zoo

alive and safe. Star Zoo worked well. No problems. Humans

stopped giving orders. Not necessary to talk. Humans

enjoyed eating, playing, sleeping. Computer can do work.

For fifteen thousand years computer has worked, thought,

learnt, grown. Now you have come. Computer is happy.'

	

I was happy too and I wasn't afraid. It was wonderful

news. The Galaxy wasn't empty! Animals could live on all

the worlds and all humans could be happy again.

Humans were lonely without animals. Humans needed
animals.

`The animals must leave the Star Zoo,' I said to the

computer. `We have planets where they can live. Do you
agree?'

`Star Zoo is not strong,' the computer said. `Holes in walls

lose air and water. Animals need planets. Can have more
animals on planets.'

`Then I must go home,' I said. `I will come back with
spaceships. We will take the animals to different planets.
Planets everywhere in the Galaxy.'

`Computer will choose planets for different animals,' it

said. `First plants will grow. Animals will follow.'

`You can tell us what to do,' I said. `This is wonderful. I

want to leave now. Is Hee-Haw waiting?'

`Donkey waits.' The computer made a noise that was like

crying. `Donkey has waited for a few minutes. Computer has

waited for fifteen thousand years. You come back. Computer
is sad and afraid.'

6

They don't believe me

Where was my spacesuit?

Eee-Eee found it up in a tree where another squirrel was

living in it. Eee-Eee told the squirrel to get out of my

spacesuit.

I was happy to wear the spacesuit. Hoo-Woo took me to

the door where I first came in.

Hoo-Woo made his noise: `Hoo-woo!' as I opened the

door. He was sad that I was going.

I said, `I'm coming back,' and I went out to my spaceship.

I got in and said, `Take me home.'

The stars changed suddenly. I saw my world in space, all

green and beautiful. A few minutes later the spaceship

landed and I was home.
My father ran from the house shouting, `Rummy!'

I kissed my father.
My mother was angry with me. `I didn't know if you were

dead or alive!' she cried. `It's been a week!'

A week! It felt like months to me.

`I've got some very exciting news for you,' I said.

'OK,' my mother said. `Let's sit in the wheat and talk

there. Oh yes,' she said to my father, `why don't you go to the

house and bring us something to drink?'

Strange. Robots usually bring the drinks. But I just

thought my mother wanted to be specially nice to me.

I told my mother what had happened. When my father

28

	

29



The Star Zoo

	

They don't believe me

Telling my story, l looked at the green fields of wheat moving in the wind.
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came with drinks, I told my story again.

Telling my story, I looked at the green fields of wheat

moving in the wind. The wheat went on for thousands of

miles, looking just the same everywhere.

How different it was in the Star Zoo! Every time you

turned your head, you saw something new. That had

frightened me at first but now I thought the Star Zoo was

wonderful.

I explained that feeling to my parents.

`Yes, yes, Hummy,' my mother said, looking quickly at

my father.

I saw a spaceship land near the house. `Who's coming?' I

asked.

My mother and father looked at each other. Then I knew.

`It's Buff, isn't it?' I said. `You called him when you were

getting the drinks!' I said to my father. I was really angry.

`How could you? Wait! You don't believe me, do you?'

`Your head is full of dreams, Hummy,' my father said.

`You must be married to Buff, but only for a year. Then you

can get married to someone you like.'

I jumped up. `I hate you! Why did I come back? Why

didn't I go straight to the Star Council?'

	

Buff walked up to us. `Hello again, Kate,' he said. `I still

remember the first name you told me.'

I had an idea. `Listen to what happened to me,' I said, and

I told my story a third time.

Buff laughed. `What a story! You can tell me stories like

that every night.'
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`So you don't believe me?' I smiled.

He just laughed.

'OK, Buff,' I said. `Come with me. I'll show you the Star

Zoo. If it's only a story, I'll marry you. I'll even get married

for five years if you want. OK?F

'Why not?' Buff said. `I'll bring a robot to see what's really

there. Robots never lie.'

Buff borrowed one of our family robots and we took off.

My father watched us go with a worried face.

It was black in the empty space far between stars and we

couldn't see anything. Buff was surprised when we landed on

the Star Zoo.

We put on spacesuits and went out. Buff looked at the

door, very surprised. We went in.

After we went through the second door, Buff stood

without moving and he looked at the trees and didn't say

anything. The robot closed the door behind us.

Hoo-Woo ran out of the trees to meet me. I was happy to

see him and happy to be back in the Star Zoo again. I wasn't

afraid at all.

I looked round at Buff and my heart stopped. Buff's face

was full of hate and he was holding a laser gun. The gun was

pointing at Hoo-Woo.
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Buff's face was full of hate and he was holding a laser gun.
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7

The answer is robots

I pushed Buff as he tried to shoot Hoo-Woo. The laser gun

burnt a hole in the plastic wall, but it didn't hit Hoo-Woo.

Buff was screaming and the whites of his eyes were

showing. He fell on the ground and water ran out of his

mouth. He was crazy. I remembered the way I had gone

crazy when I first came into the Star Zoo. It was seeing the

animals. It was the Book of Remembering coming to life. It
made people go crazy.

I hid Buff's laser gun and used some long plants to tie him

up. Hee-Haw sat on him while I did it. A bell was ringing and

all the animals started looking for something. What were
they looking for?

A bird found it. It was the hole where the laser had burnt

through the wall. The Star Zoo was losing air. I could hear
the air escaping.

It was the computer's job to check for damage like that.

Then it rang the bell. But how could the animals mend the
hole?

Eee-Eee went to a pipe on the wall and waited. Warm wet

plastic came out of the end of the pipe. The squirrel held little

bits of the plastic and ran quickly up the wall. She put the soft

plastic over the hole and ran down to get more plastic from
the pipe.

In one minute the hole was covered. Eee-Eee went on

working until the bell stopped ringing.

The computer and the animals worked together to mend

the Star Zoo. After fifteen thousand years they were very

good at it!
Buff had crazy eyes. The animals didn't want to go near

him so I took care of him. I hoped he would get better soon.

But he didn't get better. Three days later he still wanted to

kill and destroy every animal that he saw. He thought I was

an animal too.
He never spoke. Perhaps he had forgotten how to speak.

He wouldn't touch food or water.

I didn't know what to do. In the end I went to see the

computer with Hee-Haw and the robot.

There was the same terrible light and the fear. But I knew

it was ultrasonics that made me afraid. The robot didn't have

any feelings, of course. The robot and I went into the

computer room but Hee-Haw stayed outside.

The ultrasonics stopped and the light went soft.

`Hummingbird,' the computer said. `You have come back.

Computer is happy. Who is the other human?'

`This isn't a human,' I explained. `This is just a family

robot.'
`Not human? Looks very human.'

`I know,' I said. `But that's not important. Everything's

gone crazy!'
`What is the problem?' the computer asked.

I told the computer about visiting my parents and that

they didn't believe me. I explained about Buff and said, `But

he's gone crazy. I know I went crazy at first but I got better.
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Buff isn't getting better.'

`Why?' the computer said. `You are human. Buff is

human. What is different?'

`I don't know,' I answered. `I'm younger than Buff.

Perhaps people's minds get hard like rock as they get older.

They can't change how they think.'

`When will Buff get better?' the computer asked.

`Never ... I think,' I said. `Buff's too old.'

There was silence. After a long time the computer said

slowly, `Computer is old.'

`Oh, that's different,' I said. `I think you are growing very,

	

very slowly. I think you're still young, like me. You're still

growing and changing. Not like Buff.'

Another silence. Then, `Hummingbird is friend.'

I felt wonderful. The computer was twenty thousand

years old and it wanted to be friends with me!

`Yes, I'm your friend, computer,' I said. `I'll be your friend

all my life, but my life isn't long like yours. Perhaps my

children and grandchildren can be your friends too.'

`Computer is happy.'

`Oh, computer, everything's finished!' I said. `I thought

Buff could learn to accept the animals like me, but he can't.

He can't change how he thinks. And I think most people in

the Galaxy are like him. They can't change. If they find the

Star Zoo, they'll destroy all the animals. So it's impossible!

We can't put the animals on different planets. The animals

	

will have to stay in the Star Zoo. One day the Star Zoo will

die. After that there will be no life in the Galaxy except
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`This isn't a human,' I explained. `This is just a family robot.'
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humans. Forever.'

The computer said, `Computer will find answer to

problem. Wait.'

I waited. And waited. I couldn't understand it. Computers

think so fast! Why wasn't the computer telling me the

answer?

At last it spoke. `Computer has answer to problem. The

	

answer is robots. Your robot looks very human. You will

make a robot like an animal. Humans will know it is a robot,

not an animal. Humans will not go crazy. Humans will learn

about animals. After some time humans will meet animals.

Humans will not go crazy.'

`I think I understand,' I said. `People have to spend a long

time with robot animals first. When they are not afraid, they

can meet the real animals and accept them. Yes, it's a

wonderful idea, computer! I could kiss you!'

`Nobody has kissed computer. Computer is interested.'

So I kissed the computer and I think it kissed me.
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An animal is made

A robot can do many different things from taking care of a

baby to building a spaceship. It can do anything except

think. The Star Zoo computer was the only one that could

think.
Well, our family robot could build a robot animal, easily.

That was no problem.

First we had to choose what animal to make, so we went

round the Star Zoo to look at all the animals. Hee-Haw

carried me and Hoo-Woo came with us. The robot followed.

I don't know how many rooms the Star Zoo had; I

couldn't count them all. Some rooms were filled with water

where there were big fish and small fish. There were horrible

monsters walking under the water and I felt a little afraid

again.
Some rooms were covered in snow and all the animals

there had white fur. There were dry rooms, hot wet rooms,

forest rooms . . . And animals and birds and trees and

flowers!
There were more living things than I had ever dreamt of!

I sat on Hee-Haw's back as the donkey walked on. We

went through a door into a room full of strange life, then we

went through another door and into another room. It was

like a dream. In a dream, things change suddenly, without

reason. It was like that.
We went back to the computer. I didn't know which
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Some rooms were filled with water where there were big fish
and small fish.
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animal to choose and neither did the robot. Hee-Haw and

Hoo-Woo didn't understand the problem; they weren't

intelligent in the human way.

So I asked the computer.

`Watch humans,' the computer said. `Humans enjoy

playing with animals. Find an animal which enjoys playing

with humans.'

So we went to see the humans.

The humans in the Star Zoo couldn't speak. I sat down

and watched them while the humans played up in the trees,

swam in the pool and played games in the grass. They played

all the time.

Most other animals didn't play with the humans. But

finally I saw one animal come through the grass to play. It

liked playing with humans!
The humans played with the animal for an hour. The

animal and the humans enjoyed playing together.

`That's the animal you must make,' I told the robot.

The robot watched the animal and touched it and

measured everything. In the end it was ready to build a robot

just like that animal.

`What do you need to build it?' I asked.

`Plastic,' the robot answered. `I will use real fur on the

outside. But I need some metal. Where can I find metal?'

There was only one thing in the Star Zoo made of metal -

the computer!
The computer told the robot to take off two small pieces

of metal from its back.
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	The robot worked fast. Sometimes it needed a special

tool. Then it opened its stomach because the tools were kept

inside the body there.

First, the robot made a plastic body which it covered with

soft plastic, like a skin. Then it used fur to cover the skin.

I left before the robot finished because I was worried

about Buff. I didn't want him to die.

Buff still wouldn't eat or drink. But the worst thing was,

he was still crazy. His mind wasn't getting better ...

If Buff stays in the Star Zoo, I thought, he'll die.

I talked to him but he didn't answer. I knew he wanted to

kill me. He wanted to kill all living things.

The robot finished its work and showed me a little animal.

It looked, and sounded, and played like the real animal. I

took it to the computer.

`Yes, it looks just like the animal,' the computer said. `It's

very small - a baby animal.' The computer told me its name.

It checked the animal, then said to the robot, `Make it

warm.'

The little animal was cold.

	

So the robot made the baby animal warm, like the real

animal. We were ready.

The robot put Buff to sleep, then put the spacesuit on him

and carried him to the spaceship.

I was leaving the Star Zoo for the second time. Would our

plan succeed, I wondered? Before I went through the door, I

looked back - at all the life that existed only here in the Star

Zoo, and in no other place in all the Galaxy!
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First the robot made a plastic body which it covered with
soft plastic, like a skin.
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An animal is destroyed

Buff was asleep. I told the spaceship to take us to New Earth,

the planet of the Star Council. I wasn't going back to my

parents. I wanted to go to the top people.

A few minutes later the spaceship was falling towards a

planet covered with tall buildings. Many of the buildings

touched the clouds. I'd never been to New Earth before. I

was just a young girl from a small planet and I felt very

unimportant here.

We landed. I could see a lot of people walking quickly.

They didn't stand and talk. They were too busy. Who was

going to stop and talk to a young girl like me?

Everybody was wearing very expensive, fashionable

clothes too! I felt stupid with just my old clothes with my

	

name `Hummingbird' on. I said to the robot, `Make a special

dress for me. I want to look more important.'

A minute later I had the dress. It didn't look very good. It

was grey and just like an old bag.

I put on the dress and it suddenly came to life. It moved

over me, full of changing colours. When I. looked in a mirror,

I couldn't believe it. I looked fantastic!

When I got out of the spaceship, I wasn't afraid of

anybody.

At first I thought the Star Council buildings were the high

ones, up in the clouds. They weren't. I had to go below

ground to an office where I spoke to a policeman. He didn't
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A few minutes later the spaceship was falling towards a planet covered
with tall buildings.
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believe my story about the Star Zoo ... until the robot told

him it was all true. Robots can't lie.

The policeman looked at me for a long time. In the end he

called a Star Council official.

He and the policeman took me to a lift and we went down

many floors. Then they put me in a room and asked me

questions. They wanted to see the robot animal but I said no.

I said only the Star Council could see the robot animal.

Three hours later they were still asking me questions and

I couldn't keep my eyes open. I was so tired. My dress had

lost its colours. It was just grey again. I didn't feel important.

I felt like a child.

But I didn't show them the robot animal.

The official said, `I don't believe you. There are no

animals in the Galaxy now. Perhaps there never were any

animals. They're only stories in the Book of Remembering.'

`Well, why are you asking me so many questions?' I said.

`Because your robot tells the same story. Because you have

a crazy man in your spaceship - he's in hospital now.'

Suddenly the official got up and took me to the lift. We

went down, down, down, very fast.

We came out into a room in the shape of a star. I felt

frightened because I knew this was the Star Room where the

Star Council met.

The Council men and women came in and took their

places at the Star Table. The official told them my story,

which my robot repeated.

Everybody looked at me, waiting for me to show them the
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robot animal.

The President of the Star Council said, `Where is this

animal?'

`It's not an animal,' I said. `It's a robot. But it looks just the

same as a real animal.'

`Where is it?'

I touched the robot's stomach. `In there,' I answered.

`Bring it out. We want to see it,' the President said.

`Yes, sir,' I said. I looked round at all the Councillors. I

	

was afraid to speak to these important people but I had to tell

them about the danger. `When Buff saw an animal, he went

crazy. I went crazy at first, too.'

`We heard your story.'

`Please listen,' I said. `This is a robot. Please remember it's

not a real animal. I don't want anybody here to go crazy.'

`Don't try to frighten us, girl. Bring out the animal.'

I told the robot to open its stomach, and it opened. The

little robot animal jumped on to the Star Table.

It looked so alive! It opened its mouth and made the

special noise of that animal. It had small sharp white teeth.

The mouth of every Councillor fell open at the same

moment.
There was a sudden bright light. The little animal

exploded. It was gone. There was nothing left except a little

wet plastic on the Star Table and a smell of burning hair.

The Star Council official had destroyed it with his laser

gun.
The Councillors were getting up and shouting. Their faces
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There was a sudden bright light. The little animal exploded. It was gone.
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were full of hate. They had the same crazy eyes as Buff.

Perhaps not as bad as Buff, because the animal had only been

there for a second or two and I had told them it was a robot.

But, like Buff, they wanted to kill and destroy.

Things got worse and worse. They started breaking

chairs. Some of them used broken chairs to hit people. They

were going crazy, just like Buff.

The plan had failed. The Star Council had gone crazy. I

was very frightened. What had I done?

	

10

Two of everything

It was a strange prison with no doors and no police to watch

me. Well, I didn't know the special number for making the

lifts work, so I couldn't escape by the lifts. There were stairs

but it was ten kilometres straight up to get to the surface.

I couldn't get out.

I found food and water. Nobody came to see me for three

days.

Finally a soldier arrived and took me back to the Star

Room.

An old man with a very straight back sat at the Star Table.

He was alone and looked tired. `Hummingbird,' he said and

then stopped.

`Who are you, please?' I asked. I hadn't seen him before.

`I'm the new President,' he said, but he didn't sound happy
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about it.

`So the President and the Councillors are still ...'

`Still crazy - yes,' the old man said. `I think many of them

will get better. They saw the animal only for a very short

time.'

`It wasn't a real animal,' I said quickly.

`That didn't make any difference. You asked me who I

am. I'm just one of the Star Councillors, but I wasn't in the

Star Room when you showed them the animal. I was lucky.

	

Now listen, Hummingbird. There is something I must tell

you. Something difficult.'

`Is it about my family?' I asked, feeling afraid.

`No, Hummingbird. You are the only person in the

Galaxy who knows where the Star Zoo is. If other people

know about the Star Zoo, there will be killing. People will be

killed. The Star Zoo will be destroyed. It is very important to

keep the Star Zoo alive and so it is necessary to keep it secret.

I'm sorry, Hummingbird. You must stay here, ten kilometres

down, all your life. I know you're a young girl and I'm sorry.'

`All my life?' I said. I couldn't believe it.

`Yes,' the old man said. `This is the planet of the Star

Council so there is always work here you can do. I'm sorry.'

`What kind of work?' I asked.

`Well, everything is going crazy now. For example, we

have some little children down here that nobody is taking

care of. A robot is doing the job now-but little children need

real humans. Would you like to try taking care of them?'

'OK,' I said. It was something to do.

I went to see the children, who were playing quietly with

a robot. I laughed, because the robot was our family robot.

	

I thought this robot and I would do something wonderful.

But we could only take care of little children!

I sat on the floor and played with the children. They were

all less than four years old.

They needed somebody. A few of the children were

crying. They needed loving. Robots can sing and play games,

but they can't love.

Only the Star Zoo computer can love.

Soon one little boy was sitting on my stomach and another

boy was running round and round me. A little girl was

pulling my hair and another girl was biting my finger. There

was a lot of noise.

These children were more trouble than any animal in the

Star Zoo!

`These girls and boys aren't going to be afraid of animals,'

I said to the robot. `I can show them a robot animal and they

won't go crazy. I just wish I had one.'

`You have,' the robot answered. `Shall I take out the other

one?'

`What!' I shouted. The little boy fell off my stomach and

began screaming. I picked him up and kissed him until the

screaming changed to crying. I said, `Another robot animal?'

`Yes,' the robot said, touching its stomach.

Of course the robot had another! Robots always make

two of everything. You don't have to tell them. They do it

automatically.
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These children were more trouble than any animal in the Star Zoo!

Two of everything

The robot opened its stomach and the second robot

animal jumped out. It was just like the first one.

The little boy stopped crying. He looked at the robot

animal with big, round eyes. All the other children were

looking, too.

	

The animal began to play. It tried to bite its tail and fell

over its own feet. It was a funny, sweet animal. After one

minute the children were round it in a circle, laughing and

playing with it, just like the humans in the Star Zoo.

I watched them. This was very important. These children

hadn't learnt to be afraid of animals because they had never

heard of Earth, the Burning, or the Book of Remembering.

I watched and thought. I spoke softly to my robot: `If these

children go on playing with this robot animal, they will never

become afraid of animals. They won't go crazy.' I thought

some more, and said, `But if their parents see the animal, the

parents will go crazy.'

I thought carefully. Yes, there must be a special room in

every house. A room which parents couldn't go in. A room

for children only. Then children could play with robot

animals in that room.

`That's it!' I said. `The children will still be happy to be

with animals when they are parents. It might take twenty,

thirty, forty years, but then -'

I heard the sound of somebody coming. I shouted to the

robot, `Hide that animal, quick!'

The robot opened its stomach and the animal went inside.

All the children began crying. They wanted to have their
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`It's called a kitten.'

wonderful animal back again!

It was the President. He looked round at all the crying

children. `Did I do this?' he asked.

`No,' I answered. `Please stay. I have fantastic news for

you. Listen to what just happened.'

The old man listened. First he was angry, then he was

surprised but in the end he became very excited.

`Hummingbird,' the President said, `I must not see that

robot animal. I don't want to go crazy. Your idea is .. .

interesting. I think it will work. We must be very careful. We
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can begin with just one family and can learn from our

mistakes. I think we can let you go free, Hummingbird.'

`You can see the animal again soon,' I promised the

children, and kissed the ones that were still crying.

`So the little children really liked this animal!' the

President said. `What kind of animal was it? Does the Book

of Remembering talk about it?'

`The Book of Remembering talks about cats,' I answered.

`This is a baby cat. I can't remember what the computer

called it. Oh yes I do - it's called a kitten.'
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Exercises

A Checking your understanding

Chapters 1- 3 Are these sentences true (T) or false (F)?

1 There were about a thousand people on Hummy' s planet.
2 Hummy was seventeen years old.
3 Hummy had to stay married to Buff for five years.
4 Hummy ran away from her wedding.
5 Humans left the planet Earth twenty thousand years ago.
6 There were pictures of animals in the Book of Remembering.
7 Hummy did not take off her spacesuit inside the plastic spaceship.
8 Hummy wanted to destroy the monsters.

Chapters 4 - 6 Who or what ...

1 ... cleaned Hummy's bitten finger?
2 ... went with Hummy to the Star Zoo computer?
3 ... said, `Animals and plants live in different ways'?
4 ... said, `The animals must leave the Star Zoo'?
5 ... telephoned Buff when Hummy got home?
6 ... pointed a laser gun at Hoo-Woo?

Chapters 7 - 8 Find answers to these questions in the text.

1 How did the animals mend the hole in the spaceship wall?
2 What was the matter with Buff?
3 Why did the Star Zoo computer think that Hummingbird

was a friend?
4 What was the computer's wonderful idea?
5 How did Hummy choose the animal for the robot to copy?
6 Where did the robot keep its tools?

Chapters 9 - 10 Write answers to these questions.

1 Where were the Star Council offices?
2 What happened to Buff on New Earth?
3 Why was Hummy afraid to show the robot animal to the

Star Councillors?
4 What happened to the robot animal?

5 Why did the new President say that the Star Zoo must be a
secret?

6 What job did the President give Hummy?
7 Why weren't the children afraid of the robot animal?
8 What was Hummy's plan?

B Working with language

1 Put these sentences in the right order. Check your order with
Chapters 1 and 2.

1 She took off in the robot spaceship and travelled out into
the Galaxy.

2 Hummy told him her name was Kate and then she ran away.
3 Hummy got ready for her wedding but at the last moment

she ran.
4 Buff saw Hummy in the dance on Remembering Night.
S When she found the plastic spaceship, she hoped it would be a

good reason not to marry Buff.
6 Buff found Hummy again because he had taken a photo of

her eyes.
7 He asked her to marry him.

2 Put together the beginnings and endings of these five sentences.
Check your answers in Chapter 6.

1 Eee-Eee found my spacesuit up in a tree ...
2 I told my mother ...
3 I saw a spaceship ...
4 Then you can get married ...
5 Buff was surprised ...
6 ... to someone you like.
7 ... what had happened.
8 ... when we landed on the Star Zoo.
9 ... where another squirrel was living in it.

10 ... land near the house.
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Exercises

C Activities

1 Hummy's parents want to know what Hoo-Woo, Hee-Haw, and
Eee-Eee look like. Remember, they have never seen an animal.
You are Hummy. Try to describe one of those animals.

2 After the end of the story, the President meets the Star Zoo
computer. Write the dialogue of their conversation.

3 `Children are not afraid of animals.' Is that true? Were you afraid
of any animals when you were a child? Which animals do you
like, or dislike, now? Write a paragraph about your feelings about
animals.

4 Do you know of any animals that are in danger in the world
today? Find out as much as you can about one animal, and be
ready to tell the class something about it.

Glossary

buffalo a wild animal, like a large cow
caterpillar a very small, long thin animal with many legs,

which eats leaves
council a group of people chosen to work together and make

rules or laws

donkey an animal like a small horse, with long ears
Earth the planet where we live
exist to be real or alive

fur the thick soft hair that covers the bodies of many animals
galaxy a very big group of millions of stars
God the being that some people believe made the world
horrible very bad, making you afraid or unhappy
human (n) a person (man, woman, or child)
hummingbird a very small, brightly coloured bird that makes a

humming sound (a low, continuous sound) with its wings
kiss (v) to touch someone with your lips to show friendly or

loving feelings
kitten a young cat
laser a thin line of very strong light, made by a special machine and

used for burning holes in things
laser gun a gun which uses burning laser light to kill or hurt people
lick (v) to pass the tongue over something
metal most machines are made of some kind of metal
mind (n) the part of a person that thinks, feels, and remembers
monster a large, strange thing (animal or person) that is very

frightening
planet a large round thing in space (e.g. Earth), which goes round

the sun or any other star
plastic light, strong stuff made in factories; bottles are often made

of plastic
pollute to make a place (air, water, or land) very dirty and dangerous

to live in
robot a machine that looks like and can do the jobs of many humans
space the emptiness between all stars, planets, and galaxies
spaceship a machine for travelling through space between stars and planets
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Glossary

spacesuit special clothes over all the head and body for travelling

in space
squirrel a small grey or red animal with a big soft tail, which lives

in trees
tool a thing you hold in your hand and use to work on something

tunnel a long narrow hole which goes from one place to another

ultrasonic a very high sound which humans cannot hear

wheat a plant which is used to make bread
wolf a wild animal like a big dog
zoo a place where many different kinds of wild animals are kept for

people to look at

t
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