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SEASONS AND

CELEBRATIONS

Thousands of years ago, people celebrated special t imes.

New plants and animals in the spring;, the longest day of

summer, good food from the trees and fields in the autumn
- these were all times to celebrate. Later, Christianity

came, and old and new festivals came together as Easter,

Christmas, and other celebrations.

Each season brings its own celebrations. Spring has

cggs at Easter; in summer there are outside festivals at

tl-re summer solstice, and barbecues for the Fourth of

.f uly; autumn has fires and fireworks; and winter has the

wonderful traditions of Christmas food and prcsents.

But there are new celebrations too - Mother's Day,

Remembrance Day, the special days of new countries,

and the festivals that people bring with them when they

rnove to different countries.

Here is a year of celebrations - old and new, insrde and

outside - in Britain, the USA, and other English-speaking

countries. Learn about the traditions, rcad the stories

- you can even cook the pancakes if you want!
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[s otd and new

I l r t '  pcoplc of  Br i ta i r r  have had fest ivals for  thousands

, l  l t ' r l r -S. Loug irgo the sun, the rnoon, thc wind, rain,

,unnrrr ls,  ancl  t rees were al l  important in their  rel ig ions,

.rrr . . l  thcy had fest ivals for thcrn. 
'Whcn 

Christ iani ty camc

to l i r i ta ir . r ,  people wanted to keep some of their  old

Icstivrrls so they brought the religior-rs together. Saint

\ ' , r lcnt inc's Day, F,aster,  Hal lowecn, and Christnras arc al l

, r l t l  Fcst ivals that became Christ ian fest ivals.

Rrod, family and f lowcrs arc r lu important t r ' rart  of  most

. t ' lcbrat ions. Most people have i l  b ig family c{ inner at
( , l r r istmas, and rr-rany people get together at Thar-rksgiving

too. A lot of people give chocolate and other sweets as

l)r-csents on Valentir-re's Day and at Easter and Christmas,

,rrrcl some festivals have special food. Restaurants are very

busy on Valentine's Day and Mother's Day, ancl flower

slrol'rs sell a lot of flowers on those days.

l)eople today often live far away fnru-r their families, scr

thcy send cards at special  t imes l ike Mother 's l ) ly,  l l r rstcr

.rnr l  Christmas. The cards say things l ike: 'Thinking of

) ' ( )u across the r l i les ' .  Post of f iccs and telcphoncs arc very

busy too, and many people use theirphones ancl computers

to scnd messages.

Times change, and fest ivals also charrge. People havc

rclcbratcd many of t l ' resc fcst ivals for hundreds of years,

,rrrc l  wi l l  go on f inding new ways to enjoy them.

Festiva



The year begins

New Year 's Eve is on 31 December,  the last  c lay before

the New Year begins.  In many pl : rces,  people go to pi l r t ies

or restar l rants wi th f r icnds in t l - rc cvening. Son-ret i r res

thcy meet outsic le:  in New York,  t l - ronsands of  people go

to Times Scluare; in Sydr-rey they go clown ncar thc sea;

in London, thcy go to Trafalgar Scluirr :e.  Just  before

nrrdnight,  people look at  the c lock,  i rnd togethcr thcy

count the last  ten seconcls bcforc thc Ncw Ycrrr  bcgins:

'Tetr ,  r - r ine,  e ight .  .  . '

At  miclnight thcy stand in rr  c i rc lc,  l - ro lc l  l - renc' ls encl  s ing

an old song cal led Auld Lt tng S1tne. A Scott ish nren crr l lcd

Robert Burns wrote the words of this sorrs rrbout i lr,ci

hunclrcd years i rgo.  The song says thl t  i t  is  goor l  r<r

remetnber your olc l  f r icncls.  Thctr  nratry peoplc c l r in l< r

glass of  champagne ,  l ig l i t  sor le f i reworks,  or  c lancc unt i l

the sun comes up.

L-r  Scot land, Nclv Year 's Eve has a specrr l  urure:

Hogmaniry:  At  Hogrnr l l r ry,  thcrc is a t radi t ion cal lecl

f i rst- foot ing.  The { i rst  pcrs()n f ( )  c()nrc into the house in

the New Year is tbe' f i rst- foot ' :  i f  he is a ta l l  man with

clark hair ,  he wi l l  br ing goocl  l r - rck to the house. He rnust

carry some foocl ,  sonrc nr()ncy,  or  e picce of  b lack coal for

the fire.

ln tc i inburgh arrc l  other Scott ish c i t ies,  there are housc

part ies and street part ics,  Scott ish music ant l  c l r rncinu,

t , , r l r rc lcs atrc l  lots of  f i reworks.  Souret i  t l res the part ies gcr

, , r r  e l l  n ight  and into thc uext day.

Ncrv Year 's Day, 1 January,  is  a hol ic lay for  n lost  peciple,

. r r r , . l  thc banks and tnatry shops clo t ' rot  opeu'  M:ruy people

str l l  i r t  houre ancl  rest  on that day. Ancl  a lot  of  people



rnakc a New Year 's resolut ion. This means that thcy
decide to do something different becar-rse rhcy wrurr to be

a bettcr person. For example, thcy say: ' l 'nr  goirrg to stop

snroking, 'or ' l 'm going to eat bct tcr , '< l r ' l ' rn g<l i r rg tcr
learn something new. '

After the holiday the shops are very busy with Jrrntrirry
sales. At sale t ime things in the shops irre chcaper -

sornet imes much chclper -  so i t  is a goocl t i r le t<t go

slropping. And when people do go our,  they usr-r i r l ly say
'Hap;ry New Year! 'when thcy see fr icnds and farni ly for

the f i rst  t imc iu January.
A fcw weeks later rt is Valer-rtir-re's Day. This started

more thalt two thousancl years ago, as a winter festival,

on 15 February. On that day, people asked thcir gods tcr
give them good fruit ancl vegetablcs, arrd strol-tg animals.

'When the Christ ians came to Bri tain,  they camc with a
story about a man called Saint Valentine. The story is
that Valentine was a Chr:istian who lived in Rome in the

thircl century. The Rourrrn Eurperor rrt

the t ime, Claudius thc Scconcl,  was not a

Christ ian. Claudius thought that marr ie cl

soldicrs did not make goocJ solcl iers,  s<r

he told his solcl iers that thcy nrust uot

narry. Valentine wor:ked for dre church,

arnd one day he helped a solcl ier wh<r

wantcd to marry. The Emperor saicl that

Valentine had to die bccausc of this, ar-rd

he sent Valent ine to pr ison. But Valent inc

fell irr love with thc dar.rghter of ir miln

who worked there. Just before l-rc dicd,

l re sent a note to this woman, and at the end of the note,

lre wrote: 'Your Valentine.' He died or-r 14 February, so

r lrc date of the fest ival  changcd from 15 to 14 FebrLrary

:rncl thc nill-nc chanlled to Saint ViLlentine's Day

lrr  the early ninctcenth century people started to givc

Vrrlentine's cards to the

l)erson they loved on 14

lit '[ 'rruary. Tl-re carcls hard

l) icturcs of birc ls ancl

I lowc rs on them - pe rh aps

rt'rl roses, thc flowe r of

l , , r ,c and irrs ide thcre

rvt ' r 'c worcls l ike these:

/(rr.sr'.s .ltc t'cd, nt1, 19y7,,

Yi , t l r ls  t ra blue

\11,n r .s st t ' r 'c t ,  tny lot ,e,

l i i l l  r r ( ,1 . I -s - \ l t 'a,a ' l  L ls \ toLt .



Seasons Celebrtrt ions

l)eoplc st i l l  scncl  cach <l ther Vrr lent inc 's cards,  but of ten

they clo rrot  wr i tc thcir  r r r rmes insidc:  thcy just  wr i te 'Be

rry Vrleut ine, '  or 'From ylur Valent ine

Some chi ldrcn give their  f r ier-rds or teachers cards or

chocolates. A man wi l l  perhaps give red roscs to the

womall that he loves. A lot of people go ollt to rcstaurants

for thc cvening and have dinncr for two, ancl sorne pcople

think i t  is a good day to marry.

Nationa I  days

\ l ( )st  countr ics have a day that is special  to thctn -  rr

rr , rrrorr l l  day. Fclr  Er-rgland, Scot land, Wales, and lrelartc l

t l r t ' r r r r t ional  day is the day that belongs to their  patron
., . r int .  This is sorneot-tc from the church who is important

l , r '  r r  group of people; Saint Christopher,  for example, is

r l l ( '  r )rr t ron sir i r -r t  of  t ravel lers.

I  hc f i rst  of  these four nat ion..r l  days is I  March. S: l int

l ) , rv ic l  (Dewi Sant in the \ felsh language) is the patron

,. . r int  of  rWales i rnd 1 March is Saint David's Day. David

.rrr t l  h is fol lowcrs l ived quiet ly in Wales; they did not eat

rnt ' r r t ,  and they clrank only wl l ter.  David bccaue a famous

It ' : rcher and a very important mau iu the chr"rrcl-r  in Wir les.

I  l t ' r l ied in 589.

l' lre 'Welsl-r love music and sir-rging, so tltcrc rlrc t.t ' lr ' lttv

(  ()rrrcrts around the cour-r try on this day.

Ncrt  is 17 Mi lrch, Saint Patr ick 's Day, u 'hich is e big

, l . rv in Ireland ancl also in North . , \nrcr icrr .  Srt i rr t  Prrtr ic l<

rr ' . rs boru in about 385. Hc trrrvcl lccl  , r l l  ovcr l rc lr t r tc l ,

t t  , rching and talk ing to g ' rcoplc rr l rout  ( i l r r is t i r r r r i ty .  He

,r l t , ,  bui l t  a lot  of  schools ancl  churchcs thcrc.  He cl ied on

|  'N{:rrch 461.
( )rr  Srr int  Patr ick 's Day there arc parades, clrurcl- t

' , r ' rv i t t 's arrcl  fest ivals in Dubl in,  Belfast ancl  urauy othcr

l r ' l r  (owrrs rrrrd c i t ies.  But i t  is  a lso an important day i t t

t l r ,  I  lS, \ .  l r r  the ni t reteett th ccntury a lot  of  I r ish people
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t ravel led to thc USA to begin a ncw l i fe.  Saint Patr ick 's

Day was very important to them, becausc i t  was a cl ly to

remer.nbcr Irc lancl  .  The Saint Patr ick 's Day Parrrclc in

Ncw York is now orre of thc biggest par:ades in rhe world.

There are part ics in other placcs al l  over the LISA and

C:rnircla too. Somc people wear green clothcs, some clr i r rk

lots of becr -  rrnc{ sor le even clr ink green beer!

Saint Georgc is thc prt tron sai l t t  of  F.rrglancl ,  rrncl  23

Apri l  is Saint Georgc's Drry.  He wrrs a Christ ian rrrrcl  i r

soldier in thc lton.rarr rrrml.ir.r the thircl cct.ltl lr.\,: \i l/hen thc

Itomrn F,nrperor I) ioclct i rrn s:r ic l  that peo; l le coulcl  not

fol lorv thc Clhr ist i rrr t  rel ig ion Ar. tv nrol 'c,  George s:r ic l  thrr t

l"re r,voulc{ rl()t stop being r,r Christiirn. Dioclctian wrrs very

rurgr\', ancl tolcl his solcliers to tortrlrc:rncl rhen kill Cieorgc,

:rncl  hc c{ ied in thc yerrr .303. One famous stor.v aborrt  him

is that he ki l led a clrrrgon rhat ate ;reople. Picturcs of Sainr

George oftcn show hinr or-r  a horse, k i l l ing,r  cJr irgon.

Saint ( ]eorge lrecar.uc thc patrol ]  saint of  Englancl in

the fourteenth cclr tury in the t ime of Kine tc lwarcl  the

Natirsnttl dsys

l l r r r . l  ln l . l4 lJ King Ec-lward slroutecl  'Sl i r-r t  ( ieorge for

l r r r , , l , rn. l ! ' lvhcn he took his mcu to war.  M()st  F,rrgl ish

1,, , ,1 ' l t ' . lo n<l t  do lnything s1'rccirr l  on th is c lay but sotrc

Ir(  r t \  i r ) ! t ,  t ( )  r 'n l rke i t  a nrorc inrport tur t  c l l ry ln thc c i tv of

' , , r l rs l r r r - l ' there l - ras been a pareclc on Srr int  ( icr l rgc 's I ) l ty

' , r r ( (  l \ i r rg Edwlrrd 's t i lnc.

\ , r i r r t  Andrew is thc patron sir iut  of  Scot lrrncl  ancl  .10

\- ,r ' r 'nrber is Saint Anclrew's Day. Si l int  Anclrcw was

I ' r , , [ ' r , rb ly a f is l rcr tnnn in Gal i lce auci  took Chr ist iani ty to
(,r ' ( 'ccc. C)nc story s21ys that the Romarrs ki l led him therc.

\rnrcollc movcd his bocly to IstanLrul ir-r Turkey ancl then

t '  Scot land. Thcy lef t  thc bocly in the pl :rce that is uow

t l rc c i tv cal lccl  Saint  Auclrcws.

Saint  George and the dragon
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Scotlancl  cclebrates Saint Andrew's Day with conccrts

and cci l id lrs -  part ics with tradi t ionrr l  ulusic and drrncirrg.

Scots rvhcl live in othcr conutries oftcn rreet on this rlrrr

ancl think about family :lnd friends far away.

Irr  othcr countr ies t l rc nat ional c lay is often on thc clrr tc

of something importar-r t  that hlprpened there. In Ar"rstral ie

that day is 26.f  anuary: Austral ia Day. On thrt  dey in 17t3l l

the f i rst  Br i t ish ships arr ivecl  in the place that is nou,

callcd Syclney. The Australia Day Regatta, a celel'rrirtion

with lots of srr i l ing races, began in 1837, and st i l l  happerrs

in Syclney every year.  There are lots of other celcbrat ions

all over the colurtry. But not everybody is happy i,Lbout

Austral ia Day. Many Al-ror iginal  Austral ians -  the f i rst

1-rcople of Ar-rstr :r l ia -  do not celebrate this day.

NdtiondL dttys l l

Ncw Zearland's nat ional day is on 6 February and is

, ,r l l t ' r l  Waitangi Day. On 6 Fcl-rrLrary 1840 pcople from

rlr t '  l l r i t ish governnrcut rnet a grol lp of M:ror i  chiefs in

\\' 'rritrrngi in the north of New Zealand. They erll put

r l rc i l  narnes on an important papcr cal lecl  thc Trcaty of

W:r i t rrngi ,  which sar ic l  that Ncw Zeal i rncl  wrrs now 11 Rri t is l r

, , r louv. On 6 FcbrLrary every ycirr  the rc is rr  cclcl . rr ' : t t iot t  l r t

Wrr i tangi,  aud there arc l<l ts of cclcl ' t ler iorrs,  conccrts,

.rrr t l  fcst ivals i r-r  othcr placcs. Prut not rr l l  I \ ,1.ror i  , rrc hepl ' ry

.r l rout the Trcaty of Waitrrngi  <lr  t l rc cclc[rr ,r t iorrs.
( .rrnada Day is 1 July.  ()rr  thet . le,v 1-rco1' t lc rcrrcrrbcr

I l r t '  c l rry in 1867 when thc Bri t is l r  Norr l r  Arncr icrr  colonies

l ' t 'crrure the Donrir t ion of Canrrclrr .  J-hcre l rrc celcbr ir t ions

.r l l  ovcr the country,  with parrcakc breakfasts,  l ' rarbecues,

l ' , rnr. lcs,  uusic,  aud f i rcworks. The biggest celebrat ions

.rre in C)t tawa, horrrc of the Canadian l lovernnrcnt:  i t 's a

rr t 'et  c iay to vis i t  the ci ty!
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Lent and Easter

Eilster is the most imprortant fest ival  in the church ycar,

n-rore important thirn Christrras. People bcgirr  to get read,v

for Easter forty clays before h,aster Sunday. Thcse forty

clays arc callecl Lent, ancl they begin or-r Ash Weclnesclay.

Tl-re clay bcfore Ash Vcdrresday is Pancake Diry.

During Lcnt,  sonre Christ ians stop eat ing a favonri tc

foocl ,  l i l<c suEaar or chocolate. In the past,  1 'rcople
tracl i t iorral ly stoppcd eat ing eggs arrcl  mi lk.  So j t rst  before

Lent bcgrrn, they took al l  their  eggs rrucl  rr i lk and n'racle

thin rouncl cakcs cal lecl  pancirkcs. People crr t  pancakes i l r

clifferent -nvays in cliffcrcnt cor-rntrics, but ir-r Britain they

usr-ral ly l rave them with ler lon juicc ancl sulalrr .

Tb mrke rrborrt  twelve panclrkes, you neecl:

Lent t tnd Easter

M;rkc your pan hot,  then put some butter in i t .

l )ut  two big spoons of  the mix into the pan to make a th in

;  la ncake.

( .ook for about hal f  a minute.  then turn the pancake over

( toss i t  i f  you are feel ing c lever l ) .

l 'ut  the pancake on a plate,  and keep i t  warm whi le you

cook the other oancakes.

I  at  your pancake with a l i t t le lemon ju ice and sugar.

l l r i r ty-c ight  days af ter  Pancake Day is Good Fr iday.

(  ) r r  th is c lay the Romans ki l led Jesus Christ  in Jerusalem,

.r l rorr t  two thol lsaud years ago. Chr ist ians th ink that  Jesus
(.ulrc br lck to l i fe two days l . r ter ,  on Eastcr Sunday.

l::rstcr is r.row a Christian festival but the word 'Bastcr'

( ( )nrcs f rom 'Eostrc ' ,  thc old name for the goddess of

. .pr ing.  E:rster Day is the Sunclay af ter  thc f i rst  fu l l  moon

,r l tcr  the f i rst  day of  spr ing (21 March).  I t  is  a lways

l)r 'twecn 22 March and 25 April.

Many animals and birds arc borrr  i r r  the s1'rr i t rg,  so

rvhcrr  people startccl  to scnd F-aster cr t rc ls in rhe ninctcct t th

(  cntury,  the cards of ten hacl  brrby shccl ' r ,  r : tbbi ts,  or

. l r ic lcens on thcnr.

t ' .ggs are an importrurt  p l l r t  of  l t r tstcr  bccrt t rsc thcy

rrrcerr  spr ing ancl  ncw l i fc .  On F)rstcr  Strnclr ty,  pc<>plc give

. l rocolate Easter eg€is 11s prcscnts.  l ' l r is  t racl i t ion strrr tccl

i r r  l rurope in the ear ly rr inctcenth ccntt t  ry i tncl  calne to

l ' , r - i t r r in in the 1870s. Sorne urothcrs i r t rd fz l t l - rers te l l  the i r

t l r i lc l ren th i r t  the Eastcr I tabbi t  br ings thc cggs and hrcles

t l rcnr in the garden, and thet the chi ldrer-r  mlrst  go ot t ts idc

.rrrr l  look for  thcm.

1259 f lour

Salt  ( just a l i t t le)

1 egg

300m1 mi lk

Butter

Sugar

Lemon ju ice

/ -  
: l

l f ," ' ly

T:
-'g

Put the f lour and sal t  in a big bowl.

Make a hole in the middle and break the egg

Use a fork to mix i t  a l l  together.

Slowly mix the mi lk into the egg and f lour.

into i t .



Easter eggs
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Many people also eat hot cross buns

are a k ind of  breacl ,  made with f ru i t  and

have a white cross (+) on top. You eat

butter.  Thcre is an old song about them:

Hot cross buns, hot cross buns,

One apenny, two a'penny,

Hot cross buns.

If you haue no ddughters,

Giue them to your sons,

One a penny, ttuo a penny,

Hot cross buns.

at Eastcr.  These

spices,  anci  they

them hot wi th

Some womerl  and chi lc l ret t  c lccoretc hets,  crr l lcc i  l ' - r tstcr

l ronnets.  Thcy put lots of  spr i r tg f lorvcrs,  r r rbbi ts,  or

ehickens on then, ancl  lvc l r r  thct t t  i t r  F- l tstcr  bot l t let

1. ,arades. And of  course malty pcoplc go to cht t rch on

lrrrster Day. Tl-rcre are lots of f lowers in the churches anc'l

l ) r ' r r l lc  s ing special  t rster s() l lgs.

Faster Monday is a hol iday for  most people,  so l r lany

rvrrtch some sport or EIo oLrt for the day. Chilclren usually

lrrrve one or two weeks' holidav from school trrouud Easter.

I

,
Hot cross buns
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r r r , , r l r t  rs.rr  t l r r l t  c lay;  thcy givc thcur l r rc, t l<t , rst  i t t  l ' tc t l ,  or

t  r l  ,  t l r t  ru out for  a mcrr l ,  or  g ivc thcnt rr  prr 'scnt.

l ' , ,p l1 '  l r r rvc alscl  cclcbrrr tccl  Frtrhcr 's [ )ev f i r r  r t l r< l t t t  r t

l r r r r r , l r t ' t l  ycrrrs.  Mar-ry pc<lplc wiurrcr l  to t l r : t t t l< t l rc i r

,r't

Famil ies and fools

ln Br i taiu thc fourth Suncl i ly of  Lcnt wits ci l l led Motherirrg

Sunday. Centtrrics ago, people visitec'l thc 'r-nother' church

in thcir town or vill:rge on this day. Later, when young

people strrrtccl to lcrtvc home to work, ancl livc farther away,

they had a day's holiday ol'rcc ur ycrr to visit their mothcr

ancl t l re mothcr church. They took prcseuts l ikc t lowers or

cake horle to their mothers. Slowly, Mothering Sr-rnclay

changed to Mothcr's Day :r special clay f<rr mothcrs.

During the Second World \War (1939 1945),  many

Anrerican solcl iers i rr  Br i tain st i ryecl  with Bri t ish famil ies

aucl gavc thcir  Br i t ish 'nrothcrs'  presents on Motlrcr iug

Srrnday. Br.r t  in the USA Mother 's Day is on a di f fcrent

dny

An Americ2ur womalr cal led Anna Jarvis had a special

service iu hcr church to remcmbcr her nrother wher.r  shc

diecl. Shc w:urtecl to hilvc a str-rccial clrly for nrothcrs, i 'urcl

nlany peoplc irgrccd that it wor-rlcl bc a good thing. Anr.rrr's

nothcr died on the second Sunday in May, and Anna

wanted that day to be Mother 's Day. She talkcd to business

peoplc ancl people in the llovcnrnrent ebout he r plan for ir

str-rcci i l l  c lay al l  ( )vcr thc USA. In 1914, Prcsiclcnt \Toocirow
'Wilson 

srricl thrrt the second Srrnclay irr May wor,rld be

Motl-rcr 's Day across thc USA. I t  is also that day in

Canada, Australia, ar-rd New Zcaland.

Chi ldren try to do things to say ' thanl< yor.r '  to rheir

h"

A present for  Mother 's Day
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fathers for all their harcl work, help rrnd lovc too. Th.'

f i rst  Father 's Day was in the USA in 1910. In 196( ' .

American President Lyrrdon Johnson said that the thirr l

Sunday in June woulcl  be Father 's Day across the USA. I t

is the same clay in Britairr rrncl C:rnrrcla, but in Ar,rstralirr

anci  Ncw Zeir l rrnc' l  i t  is thc f i rst  Sunclrry in Scptenlber.  C)n

Father 's Drry pcoplc oftcn l ikc to trrke their  father out,  for

exrrrnpl lc for l t  nrett l  ( )r  t ()  \ \ ' r r tch or clo some sport .

After Mothcr 's [)rry corres Apri l ,  : rnd Apri l  Fool 's Dar:

Horv clicl April Fool's l)al' begin? Ur-rtil thc niiddle of the

sixteenth century, France celebrated the new year on 1

Apri l .  Then in 156,1, King Ch:rr les the Ninth decided to

change this,  and the ucw year began on I  Jarnuarry.  The

messzlge about this cl'r:rnge trirvellecl through the countr,v

very slowly, nncl somc tr'rcoplc clic-l not knon' about the

change or did not l ike i t .  l i l /hen these pcoplc tr ied to give

new ycar presents on I  Apri l ,  other people laughed ir t

them ar-rd c:r l lecl  thcm ' fools '  or stupid people .  Aftcr this,

Fantil ies tuul fool,:

|  \1,111 u.rs crr l led Al l  Fool 's D,tr ' ,  r tncl  latcr  A1' , r i l  l t ro l 's

l r , r r  l r r  n l r rn\ /  countr ies i t  l - rec,rure rr . l , r t  to plru '  jo l<cs otr

1, ,  r ,Plr '  . r r rc l  lat lgh at  thel l l .

\ ,nrc people play l i t t lc  jokcs () l r  thcir  i r icncls rrncl

l , r r r r r l r ;  perhrrps t l - rcy change the r inrc () l r  thc c l<,el<s,  or

l lut  s i l l t  in the sugirr  bowl so sot t tc()nc's tc; . t  t r rstcs tcrr i [ t lc .

\ ( )nrL '  p l r rv jokes on thonsauds of  pcotr-r lc otr  th is c l r ty:  ln

|  ' )  j - ,  thc BBC (Br i t ish Broadcast i r - rg Corporat ion) sho'nvccl

, r  tc lcvis ion progranlxe about Swiss spaghett i  t rees.  At

r l r . r t  t ime, not lnany people ate spaghettr  rn Br i ta in -  i t

\\. ls rl l lew food - so the.v did not know much :rbout it. On

r lrc prograrnme women took spaghetti fron-r trccs and pr-rt

r t  in t l - re sLur to dr1:  Wherr the programme f in ished, a lot

, ,1 '  pcople te lepl-rorrccl  the BBC. They al l  watr ted to buy

sl) . lghett i  t rees for thcir  gtrc lens!

ln 1998 there was Burgcr King's new hamburger.

\ l i l l ions of  people in the USA usual ly use their  lc f t  hancl

to u,rite vr., ith, and thc left-har-rded han-rburger was for

thcm! Thousands of  people went to Burger l ( i t rg to gct : r

lc f t -har-rc lecl  hanrburger -  ancl  thousrrncls of  ot l rcrs eskc. l

l . r ' i r  r ight-handecl  h lnr [ - rurgcr 1-r lc. tse -  n() t  r l  lc f t -hrrnclccl

. r r rc ' .  The next year Burgcr l ( ing plever l  thc s, t r r rc io l<c i r t

l ' , r i t r t in -  and the same thirrg hrt ; rpcncr l  .

ln 2005 ar-rothcr Br i t ish TV progrrurnrc to lc l  pcoplc

.rbout ' f ru i tshakes'-  a f ru i t  ancl  n-r i lk  c l r ink.  - fhe makers

,'t iruitshakes gave their cor., 's fnrit to e:rt, and thc cows

r: . : rvc them a mi lk dr ink that  tastecl  of  f ru i t .

l rvery year there are new jokes -  on Tl  in the

nr'\\ 'spapers, :tncl on the radicl. And every year rnil l ions clf

1, .  , , I ' t lc  th iuk t l ret  fhe stor ies nrc t ruc.Spaghett i  t rees on TV in 1957
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r l r ,  r r  '  I  l r t ' rc rr re lots of  c l i f fe rcrr t  r t t rs\ \ ' ( ' rs t ( )  thcsc

. l r r  , , t lorrs.  but  t robclc ly can rel l ly  l . rc sr t r t ' .

l i t  t . r r rsc the sumtler st l ls t icc is t r r t t l i t iot te l lv  e t inrc ol :

r r r r , l rg l t t ,  fooci ,  lc lve,  at tc l  hot  wcr l thcr,  1 ' rcoplc c<t l t t t ' l - l 'ot t t

r l l  , , r t ' r -  l r rg l : r r rd to Stouehcl ' rge rrr tc l  Avcl ' r t t t - ) '  ( ) t l  )  |  . f  t l l tc

r ,  r  r  r ' l t 'brrr te .  Some of the v is i tors arc DrLt i t ls ,  u 'ho f<t l l t l l t '

r r , , l t l  prrgan rel ig ion,  o lc lcr  thnn Christ iat t i t ) ' ;  s() l l lc  i t rL

rr . r r t ' l lcrs,  u,ho l i l<e to move around the cottntry arrc l  l ivc

rrr  lots of  c l i f fereut pleces; al td some iust  watr t  to st i ly  t lp

,r  I I  r r is l r t  r rucl  then watch the sutt  come t lp i t l  a very fanlous,

,  r l t l  r rncl  intcrest ing placc.

Soon :r f ter  the st t t lurer solst icc therc is : . t t r  i t r tportal l t

, l . r tc in the LISA -  the Fourt l - r  of  
- lu ly.  

I )ur i r rg thc

\(' \ 'cn tcenth rr trd ei ghteen th cetl tttr ies, l l lr l l ly pcople sailecl

I lonr Br i ta iu tc i  North Anrcr icrr  r r t td startccl  r l  t lcw l i fc

thcre .  New h<inres l i l<c th is iu othcr cot- t t t t r ies n 'cre c l l lecl

, -o lor-r ics.  Thc Br i t ish k ing wirs st i l l  k i r rg of  thc peoplc i t r

thc colorr ics,  r - tncl  so thc) 'hac]  to sctrc l  t l t rcs t<l  Br i t l t i l l

( ' \ 'cry year.  Br-r t  the th i r teert  Atr tcr icrr t r  col<l l t ics \ \ ' i l l l fe( l  t ( )

[ ' tc  f ree f rom Bri t r t i l r :  thc\ ' \ \ 'a l r tec ' l  thcir  sorr ' t ' l t ! t tc l t t  t ( )  l )c

in, , \ r lcr ice. ' l  l r r ' r  r l r r l  r t t t t  \ \ ' i t t t t  t ( )

scn.]  t t tot t . ' \ '  to l l r i t r r i r r ,  l l t t t l  t t t l t t t t

1 ' lc()Plc I tcc, t t t lc  VL'rV r l l l { l l - \ ' , t l ' t ( ) t l t

th is.

In 1770 l i r r t ish solc l icrs shot

sonrc of  thcsc pcoplc i t r  l losfotr ,

r rncl  in 177.1 thcrc wrrs the f , t t lot ts

Bostor-r Tcrr Prtrty: A tcrr slrip crute

to Boston lrncl thcrc wrrs a fight

lbout thc t r r res ol t  thc terr .  Thrcc

Summer cetebrat ions

Thc lc lrrgest c lay 1l f  the tcar is cal lec- l  the snmmer solst icc.

In Bri tain,  i t  is usrrrr l ly on 2l  . fLurc, which is rhe f i rsr c lar

of summer. ' l 'hc rvr l rc l  solst ice cones from twcl Lat in

worcls: 's<l l ' ,  lvhich nt t : ruts snn, ul tc l 's istere ' ,  which nteal ts

to strrrrc l  st i l l .

Summer was always a good serlson for people in the

past,  bccause ir  wrls errsy to f ind food. I t  was i l lso a goocl

tir.ne to lincl sweet honey, so the first full uroou in June is

cal lecl  thc horrey noon. Many rrrcrr  ancl  women marry i rr

June, ancl  the hol iday thi l t  people takc afte r  rhey mrrrry is

st i l l  cal lecl  the honeynr<lon.

At Stonehenge rud Avebr-rry in Wil tshirc,  England,

there i rrc sor-nc special  c irc les uraclc of big heavy stolrcs

which hrrve been thcrc for irlrourt live thousancl years. How

clid they get thcrc? Why rre they tl-rcrc? Who put thenr

ffihe summer sotstice at stonehenge
ffir.+1.1: ',
,r:::'
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hunclred and forty big boxcs of  te,r  wcl ' l t  i l r to the water!

Now l(ing Cieorge the Third and his govenlrrent werc

angry too.

On 4 Jriy 1776, t l-rc Unitecl Statcs governnlcnr in

Phi lacielphir  agrccd to the Dccl l r l t ior-r  of  Indcpcnclence.

This saicl t l-rat t lrc Llnitccl Strrtcs r.vrrs a frec, or iuclepenclent,

c()Llntr) ' ,  lud thrr t  ( icorgc t l re Thirc l  was not i ts k ing anv

rrore.  Nou'  i t  \ \ j r ls  wr l r .  ' fhc l l r i t ish and the Americans

fought each ot l rcr  unt i l  l7[J l ,  whcn the Americal ]s wol ' r .

In l7U-l  t l rc L. l r r i tcc l  States of  Amcrica was bon.r .

The first Fourth of .f tr ly cclel 'rration was ir-r Philadelphia

irr 1777 , during the war. The re wcrc glrns, paracles,

lireworks, music, ancl a lot of noisc. Now, every yeilr on thc

lirLrrtlr <lf July, Americans celebrate Indcpcncicnce Day.

There are special  church scrviccs at this t ime, but most

of thc celebrat ions i rre clutsidc bccause i t  is sutnmer.

Many famil ies havc a barbecue, eat,  atrd tr ' r l r ty grrnrcs in

their  gardcns or in a park.

Iu many towlrs,  thcrc rrre plrrrc les throtrgh thc strccts

rvi th loud mr-rsic aucl  lots of br ight col<,r trs. 'T- l rc rcci  ,  rvhi tc

,rrrc l  blue Arler ican f lag f l ies evcryw' l rcrc.  I t  l t r ts t i i t r  lvhirc

strrrs:rncl  t l r i r teetr  str ipes (seven rccl .  s i r  u. 'h i tc) .  lhc f i l t t '

\ t r l is arc fc lr  thc f i f ty st i r tes in thc Unitccl  Srrr tcs, rr t tc l  t l rc

t l r i l teen str ipes are for thc f i rst  f l t i r fccl t  str l rcs the

t, lonies. Thc f lag h:rs changecl nrr 'uty t intcs l r t t t  toclay's

l l , rg goes back to t l - rc For-rr th of . fulv 1960, when Hawai i

l)('crunc thc fiftieth srilte.

lnclcpenclence Day r-rsual ly etrcls wit l r  lots of f i reworks.

l r  is  l i l<e onc big party.
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I l . r l lorvt ' t ' r r  part ies,  rncl  p lav sr ln lcs.  
' l 'hc t l t 'cr l r r t t iot ts

rr .  r r r r r : t l lv  b lack ( for  c lark nights rrrrc l  r lcr t th)  r tnr l  or : t t tgc

lor thc l l r . r tumn vegetablcs) .

( ) r rc Hal lowcen party €l21me is cal lccl  'bobl ' r ing f t r r

, rpplcs ' .  Many apples fa l l  of f  thc t rccs i t r  rutunrrr  so thcy'

.u( 'crrsy to f ind.  Sonteone pLl ts somc applcs i r r  a brg bowl

ol w'irter. The apples stay on top of the water. Tlrc first

pl.n'cr oftcn pr-rts something over their eycs so thcy crlnnot

'r 'c. 
They must keep their hands behir-rcl their back and

r.rkc an apple out of  the water wi th thcir  teeth.  Then the

rrext player tr ies. l t  can be

vcry difficult ancl players

rrsual ly get vcry wct!

In Canada arncl  the USA,

end in some other Errgl ish-

speaking countr ies, chi ldrer-r

go ' t r ick or trcat ing' .  They

dress like witches ..rnd ghosts,

and Bo, often in a smal l

group, t() the houscs of

pe<lple who l ive ncar thenl.

Wlren s()lrrcor-re answers tlrc

r loor,  the chi lc lren say: ' ' l i ick

ol  t rcrr t? '  Thcn t l rc pcrsott  i t t

t he hor-rse must clccicle . Either

thev sive the chi ldren a treat

\()urething nice, l ike frui t

. , r 'chocol l te -  or  thc chi lc l ren

pl.n '  rr  t r ick on them. For

.r  t  r ick,  the chi ldrerr c l<r

Fires and f i reworks

The pagans who l ivecl  in Bri t rr in tw<l thousand years rrgo

celel-rratecl their Ncu' Ycrrr on 1 Novernber. Thcr-r tlre

Chrisr i : rns crnrc rrrrc l  pcople celebratecl  Hi l l lowmas, a

threc-clrry festivrrl bctween 31 October :rncl 2 November.

3l  October w:rs cal lecl  Al l  Hal low's Eve irnd slowly the

name chiurgecl to Halloween.

In November, wirrter is ncar, rnd hr,urclrcds of years

ag() trreople thor-rglrt that bad

spir i ts,  l ikc ghosts, c i lme in the

r,r.' inter. Thcy wilnted thc bacl

spirirs to go i1wi1y, so they made

flres outsicle ancl macle jack

o' lanterns. Tb do this thcy took a

big autumn vegctable usual ly r l

pr-rmpkin -  ancl  cut of f  thc top.

They nrade a big holc i rrs ic le thc

ptrnrpkin rurcl  cut a facc in the

sicle.  ' fhcrr t l - rey put a l ight insiclc

tl-re prrnrpkin and put the t()p on

again. Pcople st i l l  enjoy cloing this toclay. Yru can see jack

o' l r lnterns, with their  br ight cyes ancl mouths, outsidc at

[ { rrl lor,vccr-r.

ltr l<cc1-r the brrcl spirits away people also clressecl likc

witcl-res rrncl  glrosts.  ( lh i lc l rerr  st i l l  c lo this i f  t l rcy go to

Hrr l l<lwccn prrr t ics.  Pcoplc oftcn 1' lut  up clccclrat ious f<rr

Trick or t reat ing
on Hat loween
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something bad l ike throw al t  egg or sonlc f lour :r t  tht '

house!

Novembcr briugs more fires and {ireworks. Sometimes

you will hear people say, 'Rcmcmbcr, rcnrenrber, the fifth

of Novcmbcr'; they ar:e talking about Guy Fawkes Night.

The story of Guy Fawkes Night bcgins in 160-5. At that

t ime Jamcs thc First  was l( iug of England. But some

people did not wiutr him to l"re kir-rg, bccause tl-rey followed

a cl i f fcrcnt rc l ig ic ln fronr Jemes. So e group of them - ar

man cal lcd Gr-ry Fawkes and his fr iends - madc a plot to

ki l l  King James and his govenrrnerl t  at  the Houses of

Parl iament in London on .5 Novcmbcr 1605.

They put thirty-six boxes of gunpowder in a roorlr

underneath thc Honses of Parl iamenr be causc they

wanted to ki l l  a lot  of  pcople. But the plan did not work.

One of thc plotters wrote a note to somcone about i t .  At

about nr idnight on 4 Novembcr, thc I( ing's soldiers found

Guy Fawkcs and the gunpowcler. Tl-rey scnt him to prison

but he clicl not want to givc thc narnes of his friends. Thcy

torturecl him, and five darys later he siricl all their rraures.

Some of the plotters tr icd to escape, but in Jar-rurary
1605 Guy Fawkcs and sorne of his fricnds were killed in

front of  rhe Honses of Parl iarrrent.  lWhen people hcard

rhat the plotters wcrc dcad, they celebratcd wit l r  lors of

f i rcs iu thc streets.  King Jamcs was al ive and wel l !

Since that t i rne, cvery year on .5 Novembcr in most

parts of Br i tain peoplc bui ld a big l i re oursiclc,  wit l - r  i r l l

thc dcacl leaves ancl old pricccs of wooc{ that thcy do not

want.  Thc f i rc is cal lecl  I  bonf ire.  Chi ldren push newspapcr

iuto olcl  c lothes to r-nalcc sonethins that looks l ike a mi ln.

Fires and fireworks

I  l r ,  r  . . r l l  i t  a 'guy' ,  af ter  Gtry Frrwl<cs,  err t l  sonrct i r . r . tcs

t l r ,  r  . . .u ' r  v thc guy around the strccts to s l row pcoplc.

l l r ,  r  s.rr ' :  ' l )cnny for the gny' ,  ancl  i ts l< pcoplc l i r r  t t tor tcy

l ,  ,  r  l r r l rvor l<s.

\ ( )nr( '  pc()ple have a bonl i re wi th f i reworks in thcir

1 ' , . r r .1. . 'n,  bLrt  f i reworks arc expensive,  so of ten peo;r le havc

.nt  b ig pr l r ty together in a park or a f ie ld.  I t  is  usLrrr l ly

i, rv colcl in November. so thev have hot food ar-rd drir-rks

lo 111'ct)  warm.

,\ncl cvcry year, before the governmellt comes to the

l  l . r rses of  Par l iament,  people go through the bui ld ing

.rrr . l  look careful ly for  gunpowder!

27
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Remembering

In November, near the encl <l f  thc ycar,  i t  is t inrc to

rcmcmbe r. On 1 I Novenrl'rer 1918, the First til/orlcl 'War

canle t()  rrn cncl ,  rrncl  now l1 November has becorle

I{cnrcnrbrrrncc Drry:

An Anstralil-ur rrlrln callecl tdward Gcorgc Honcy wrotc

to t l - rc London Evening News in 1919. In l r is let ter he said

he w:rnted people to stop ol ' l  onc day and think about the

soldiers who cl icd iu thc war.  Kirrg George the Fi f th sirw

the let ter and agreecl,  so he asked everyonc to stop work

and rctncmbcr the clead. And so in the UK irncl othcr

cor"rntr ies people arc si lcnt for twcl rrr iuutes at the eleventh

hour of the clcvcnth clay of the eleventh month. They

stop everything encl wrr i t  s i ler-r t ly,  in schools,  streets,

shopping cclr trcs encl even big busy airports.

Thc rreirrest Sunday to 11 November is Rcntcmbraruce

Sunday. In towns :rnd ci t ics soldiers yourlg ancl old walk

together in parades to rernembcr thc soldicrs who died in

al l  thc di f fcrcnt wars. There are church serviccs ancl

special  urusic,  aucl  at  the war rnemorials,  which havc thc

ni l lnes of dead soldicrs on them, people ptr t  f lowers. In

Londolr ,  the Qr-reen and t l -re Prime Ministcr put f lowers

olr  the big w:rr  memorial  cal led thc Ccrrotaph.

At tl-ris tinrc of ycar r-r.rr1uy people wear rcd papcr

flowers crr|Iecl 1'ro1'rpics. Whv? I)urirrg the First'Worlcl \7ar,

htrnclrccls of thousrrncls of soldiers clrccl  on the f ic lc ls of

I  l . r r r t lcr-s,  in Belgium. Later,  thousands of  poppies grcw

rrr l l rc s,rme f ic lds. Thc lreaut i ful  red f ]owers were the

,, , l , rur-of  b loocl .  \ )Zheu people buy thc pr lper poppies

r, t l ; r ) ' ,  the nroucy helps olcl  soldiers and their  f i rmi l ies.

ln the USA, this day is cal led Veteratrs l )ay, whi le i rr

,'\rrstrrrli i,L atrd New Zcaland the important diry is ANZAC

l):r \ i  or-r  2-5 Apri l .  On this day i rr  1915 a big group of

, ,  r lc l iers from thcse two coutt tr ics,  cal lcd the Austral ia ancl

New Zealand Army ( lorps, arr ivecl  in Gal l ipol i  in Turkey:

, \ l rout 11,000 of thcm cl ied there. Al l  the solc] iers whtr

l i rught at Gal l ipol iare dead now, btr t  thcrc rrre st i l l  scrviccs

orr ANZAC Day early in t l rc mortr i t tg.  Whcrl  thc st t t t

c()nles up, peoplc rettrct t tbe r  t l rc vott t tg AN7-i \( .  s<l lc l icrs

,r t  Cial l ipol i ,  atrd othcr st l lc l icrs rnrho l t , tvc cl iccl  i r r  r ' , ' r r ls.

in AustraliaANZAC Day
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r l r ,  \ t l . r r r t i r  ( )ccl t t t ,  in rr  shi t r ' r  crr l lcc l  thc M,tr ' / /orr ' ( ' / ' ,  t ( )  ( . r l [ )c

(  ,  , ,  I  rn North Anrer ica.  - l 'he-v rvcrr t  i l \ 'v i l l  l r ( ) t l l  I t r r i i l r r r rc l

I r (  r ,nr \ (  rhcr,  c l id not agrcc rv i th thc rc l iq iorr  i r r  l : r tg let tc l .

l l r ,  r  r r ' . r r r tccl  to nal(c z l  new l i fc i r r  a l lc \ \ 'c() t r t t t r \ :

l l r , . ' r '  sei lccl  for  s ixty-s ix c l r r t rgel ' t l t ts  c l r tvs r tct 'oss t l tc '

\ t l . r r r t ic  ( )ceatr .  When they arr ivecl ,  thcy cal lct l  thcir

n( \ \  l ronrc New England, but t l rey wcre l tot  thc f i rst

ploplc ro l ive thcrc.  The Wampanoag werc the f i rst

l ' . . , , I . t1c.  Somct imes the Pi lgr i rn Fathcrs fought wi th the

\ \ ' , r rn1-rrrnoag, but they also lcarued a lot  f rom thent.  Tl-rc

\ \ ' . r rnprrnorrg t i ,Lught thctn to l ive f rom their  uew latrc l ,  i lucl

l ( )  grow ancl  cook uew kirrc ls of  f rLr i t  and vcgetables.
' I 'hc f i rst  winter was cl i f f icr-r l t .  Many of  the Pi lgr inr

l i r r thers diecl  bccause i t  was very colc l  ancl  they had l i t t le

Ioocl .  l r r  the spr i r rg thcy strrr ted to g5row food, wi th the

lrc lp of  some fr icncl ly \Tamprrrnoi lg,  i lnd i r r  the aLl t t l l l l l l  of

Pi l .gr im Fathers

Tha n ksg ivin g

Most fruit rrncl vcgetirl"rles grow througlr the suurnrcr.

Whcn aLltllmr-l colnes, it is ti r-r-re to bring thcm in fron-r thc

trees ancl liclcls. This timc is called the harvcst. After tlre

harvcst, rrrury pe()tr)le want to say thar-rk yon for all thc

f<>ocl,  The re arc clr t rrch services cal lcd Harvest Fest ivals

or Thanksgiving Scrviccs. There rrrc lots cl f  vegetrr l r lcs,

frui t ,  f lowers, aucl  breacl i r -r  thc church, and peoplc sirrg

speciirl songs of thalrks. Thcse services startccl hur-rdreds

of ycars ago.

Irr  Scptcnrber 1620, a groLrp of L,ngl ish people cal leci

thc Pi lgr inr Frrthcrs sai lecl  f ronr l ) lynrouth, Englrurcl  r lcross
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l62l  they celebr:r tccl their  f i rst  harvest.  Thcy geve r l rrrnl<' .

not only for thc harvest,  but for their  ncw home, ncw l i l . .

rrnd new friends.

Thanksgiving Day is the fcrurth Thursday irr Noven-rbcr-.

Canacla is north of thc USA, so d-rc winter is l<lrger :ur. l

t l rc harvest is car l ier the rc.  The date of Thanksgiving l )er

t l - rcre is thc sccorrcl  Monday in Octobcr.  Most Anrcr ican

ancl Canircl ian fanr i l ies st i l l  have a Thauksgiving Day

clinner togcther. They have tr-rrkey aud autumn vcge tables,

and then pumpkin prc.

Irr  the USA, i t  is an i r l rportant day for American

footbal l .  Many people go ro watch footbal l  or sray ar

home ancl watclr  i t  on telcvision.

))

In a new country

ln t l r ,  l . rst  fcw centur ies many people hrtvc t l t lvccl  to ot l tcr

,  ,  r r r r r l r ics t r rk i r rg thcir  l i lnguagc artd rc l ig ion wi t l t  t l tc t r r ,

l r r r r  l i l<c t l rc Pi lgr im Fat l ,crs.  People of  d i f fererr t  ct t l r t t rcs

lr . r r t  r r lso come to l ive in E.ngl ish-speaking cott t r t r ics,

l , r  r r ru ing thcir  fest ivals and celebrat ions wi th them. Today

, l r i l . l rcn in cout ' r t r ies l ike Br i ta in,  Canada, the USA,

, \ustrrr l ia,  ancl  New Zealand learr-r  about othcr people 's

\ l ) r 'c i r r l  days f rom a young agc. They learn ahout rel ig i<lus

. t ' lc l r r r r t ior . rs such as Jcwish Hanr-rkkah, Hir-rc lu Diwal i

. r r rc l  Mr-rs l im Eic- I ,  and they lcaru i rbot t t  other s idcs of

l ) r 'ople 's cul tures too.
' l 'here :rre rr-rany festivals which celcbrate the ctrlture of

,.1 i l tferent groups of irrmigrauts - people wh<l h:rve colttc t()

rurothcr coLurtry tcl l ive. One famous festival is thc Nottir lg

l l i l l  Carnival  in Lorrdotr  r r t  thc elrc l  < l f  At tgt tst .  I t r t t r t isr : r l r ts

l . ronr the Car ibbcan beg,r t r  thc cartr ivrr l  i r r  thc '  lc)(r0s.  r \ t  f i rst

i t  wrrs i r  smir l l  s t reet fcst ival  rv i th: t  f i 'u 'pt ' t ,p l t ' i l t  c<, lot t t ' i t t l

t lot l res rr t rc l  sotrrc Car ibbcert  t t t t ts ic,  l r r t t  i t  got  l t i ! .s t ' r '  r r r l t l

[ r iggcr.  Now a rr i l l ion or rrr( ) rc pcopl t 'c() t t tc t ( )  sce thc

trrr-rr ival  ou thc streets Of Lot l . lorr  cVcl ' \ 'sLl l l l l l )cr .
' l -hcrc is i r lso thc Br ick l ,anc Fe st ivrr l  i r t  r r  pr t  r t  of  Louclor.r

sornct i lnes cal lcd 'Pr:-r t tg latowtt '  becrr t tsc thcrc arc so l l leny

Pt ol ' r lc  f rom Bangladesh thcre.  This arca is fatr t r tus for  i ts

r(  \ l : rur . lnts l r t rc l  grelr t  f t lc lc l ,  r t t rc i  f t r r  the t t t ; . t t ty iur t r igrrr l l ts

rr  l r . ,  l r r rvc l ivecl  t l rcrc over thc yer l rs.A Thanksgiv ing Day dinner
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Crlnrclrr  l r i rs Mult icul trrral ism Dar'  on 27 Junc, ,uvi th

celebrlr t ious of thc foocl  ,  rnursic and clance of rr l rny
ir-r . rr . rr icrant sroups al l  rcross thc cor. tntry.  I rr  thc LJSA,
there rrc rnalry Afr icrrn-Alncr icrrn fcst ivals,  ancl  Spauish
speirkers fronr Lat in Anrcr ican cor-rntr ies h:rve startecl
Hisprrnic Anrcr icrrrr  l rcst i l ,a ls in r .r . rarry ci t res.

Most big ci t ies in the USA have Chinar()wns whcrc rr
l  ot  of  Clh i  nese iut  rn i  grarrts l  i  ve. San Frrtrrc i  sco's ( lh i  rr  i r  town
rs thc biggest outsic ic of Asia. Syclrrcy i rnci  Mel[-roLrrrre in
Austrrr l i r r  h,rvc big Clhinrrto 'uvns too -  grear places to ear
( lhincsc f i>ocl  rrrrc l  sec colourful  celebrrr t ior.rs of Chircsc
Nclr ' \ i ' r r r  rvrth prrr l tc lcs, t l rauor. ts,  and f i rc lr 'orks. Ancl i r r
; \ rrc l<lrurr l  ,  Ncu Zcrr l rrncl  thcv l . rrn 'e t l - re Asia:NZ l-arr tcrrr

In, t  nt , t t 'c()ulr l r \

I  r  ' , r r \ ,11.  l  l r is  cclc[ ' l r r r tcs b<l th ( ]h i r rcst '  Nt ' r r  Ycr l -  :urc l  t l rc

,  r r l t r r r | . ' r  0f  the l ra l ry lnrni l l l r l r l r ts u ' l t ( )  , - : l l t ) ( '  t ( )  N( ' \ \ '

, ' , , r l . r r r t l  i r< l r -n Asia

\ ,  t i r r rcs change, ancl  t l rc t r l t r l i t iotrs ol ' tht ' r , l t l  t ' . , t t t t t r t

1, , , ,nrr '1 ' ter t  of  thc celel ' l rat i< lns of  thc ncu'c()untr \ .

a

; )

I t

. r
i :

Chinese New Year in Metbourne. Austrat ia
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'  '  'unl I r (  \  t> l - tct t  sct l . l  thcr l l  c t t rc ls l l l t t l  l ) l - (  \ (  l l t \ ,  l t t t t l

,  \ ,  r \ ( )n(  l ' t r ' l l i r rs to t l l tkc Plrrr ts for  t l t t '  c . t t t t r rg l ro l i t l r r l :

' , , , r i l ,  1, . ' ( )Plc begi [ r  tO look f ( ) r  prcscl l ts t ( ) ( ) .

l  r  r  t  l r t  rn i r lc l lc  <l f  December,  l t t ( )st  l te nr i  l  i t 's  l r t r  r  (  . l r  l - i  s t  l l l  r ls

rr(  (  \ ,  l )uI  thcr-r t  i t ts ic]e thc ht l r tsc,  at l , - l  l ) t l I  c() l ( ) t l l ' l r l l

, l r  r . r . . l t iot ts ort  thent.  Tl"re,v l lso sctrc l  c l rc ls to i r icrr t ls  r r l r t l

l . r r r r r l r . ' l 'hc c i r rc ls say th i r rgs l ike 'Mcrry Chr ist t l r rs rr t lc l  r t

I  l . rPPv Nerv Ycar '  or  'seasot- t 's  Greet ings' .  Thcse trvtr

rr . r . l i t ions ( the t recs anci  thc cards) both startecl  i r r  the

rrr  r r t  tccnt l r  cclr tury.

,\ ' lrrnv chilc.lrelt lc:lnt rrbottt thc [reby .fcstts ltt school.

Sorrrctiutes tl-rcy clo a plit-v i lbout thc story atrcl sit lg

( ,hr ist l ras sol tgs) cal led carols)  for  thcir  mothcrs i l l lc l

l r r thcrs.  A lot  of  scl-rc io ls havc part ies for  the chi lc l ren,  aucl

rrr , rny , rc lu l ts luve prtr t ies i l t  work i t t  l )ccenrbcr.  Mt lst  people

.lo r.rot hrrve to work ()lr 2.5 ertcl 26 l)cccmlrcr, rtrcl tr l l l tr l '

lrrrve a wcek's holiclrry, fror-n 2-5 Dcceurbe r to l. lrrrrurrr\ ' . Thc,v

rrsu:r l ly  spencl  th is t ime at  home with thcir  f rnr i l l ' ,  or

pcrhlps thcl' visit fr iencls tlr frrnri ly wfio l ivc frlr rl\\ ' ir\ l

T l - re Chr istnt ls hol ic l ru l )cr : . i r rs ()rr  l+ l ) t t t t l tht t ' :

( . l t r is t t t r r rs Evc. l )coplc of tct t  str ,1 ' ,  u,<t t - l<, . , t t ' l t  , l t t . l  l t , l r ' . . ' , t

r l r i r rk togethcr,  or  f i r r ish t l rc i r  ( .hr ist l r r r rs s l roppi l ru. .  l l rcr

l )ut  special  Chr istmas pr. tpcr ot l  thc l ) l ' ( 'sL l l t \  , t t t t l  lc , lVc

thr:nr undcr the t rcc.

( lh i lc l rcn leavc a stocki t tg f ( ) r  Srr l l t r l  ( l letrs (crr l lcc l  I - r l thcr

( lhr istutrrs i r r  Br i ta in)  wl tct t  thcv go to [ rccl  .  Serr t r r  is  r r  b ig

nrrur wi th rvhi tc hair  atrc l  re c l  c lot l . rcs wht l  br i r lgs prcscl l ts

l i r r  chi ldrcn c lur ing t l - re r t ight .  Mothers rrncl  f r r t l - rers tc l l

thcir  chi lc i ren that Sauta otr lv cotnes rvhet l  thcl '  111.

slccpirrg.  Thcy also te l l  thcnt that  Satr t r r  ler tves presel l ts

Ch r istmas

Thcn Deccrrrbe r corrrcs, r .urcl  chi lc lre u [regin to get crci t r . t l
bec:tusc () f  ( lhr istntrrs.  About tu 'o thonsancl ycars rruo,

Jesus lvrrs born in rhc torvn of Bethlehem. At C-hr istmas.
pcople rcnre nrbcr thrrr  spcci i r l  t inre. Today, Christmas is rr
vcry inrportrrnt  r intc in the Clrr ist ian year,  but  i t  is  r r lso
vcry inrportr lnr to peoplc whcl c lo not so tc l  chLrrch. I t  is rr
t i rne for presents, part ics, rrnd t imc u, i t l - r  thc family.

People start  to gct ready for Christmas in latc C)ctober
or early November. Thcy de corare rhcir  shops u, ' i rh l ights,
trecs, ancl  other dec()rat ior-rs.  Shol ' ls gct verv busy rrncl
st i ly opcn lrr tcr.  Pc'oplc with fenr i ly rrrd fr icrrcls i rr  r>thcr



for good chi ldren - but for bad chi ldrcn he only leaves a
piece of black coal! The children are excired, of coursc,

so often they do not slcep very well. Some childrcn leave

a dr inl< and a mince pie for Santer and some vegetablcs for

his animi l ls .

Many pcople l lo to church at midnigl-r t  or-r  Chrisrmas

Christnt,rs

I  r ,  I  l r , . ' t  l is tct t  to the ( l l r r is t r r r l rs st() l \ '  , l l l ( l  s i t ts t , t to ls.

Lr r t  r t tor t t i t . tg i t  is  Chr istrrrr ts l ) r r1 l t  l ) t  t t  l l l l ' r t  t - .

t  l r r l t l r . t ' r r  usu:r l ly  wake up vcrv cr t r l \ i ' [ 'h t ' t ' lool i  i r r  t l r t ' i r -

' , t , r t  l . ings t ( )  see the presel t ts th l t t  Serr t r t  l )L l t  t l l ( ' l ' ( '  l ( ) l '

t l r ,  r r r .  Af ter  brcakf i : tst  they otr-rct t  thcir  ot l t t ' t '  l ) r ( 's( ' l l ts

,u,rrr t r l  the t ree.

( , l r r is tma.s dinner is in the af teruoou and is the biggcst

rrr . . ' , r l  of  thc day. Bcfore they start  to eat,  people pul l

( r ' . lcl(crs. The crackers make a loud noise, al 'rcl havc a

'nrel l  
ganrc and a paper hat i r rs ide.  Dinner is usr,ral ly

t  r r r l<ey wi th lots of  wintcr  vegctables aucl  then a Chr istmas

puclclir-rg. Often there are hot mir-rcc pies too.

At three o'c lock many people in Br i ta in turn on their

tc lcvis ions becausc the Queen says'Happy Christmas' to

cvcryonc. A lot  of  people go for a walk in thc af teruoou

or ; ' r lay wi th their  ncw gamcs.

In the evenir-rg,  pcople eat cold l r leat '  and Christ t ras

cake (a k ind of  f ru i t  cakc) but they arc usual ly not vcry

hungry bccause of  their  b ig c l inner.

26 Deccmber is cal lecl  Bor i t tg I ) r ry (Srr i r r t  Stcphcrr 's l )e l '

in I re larrd).  I t  is  r l  hol ic lay for  t r t r t t t l '  pcopl t ' ,  [ r t r t  r t  lot  o i

shops open ort  t lT is c lay.  l r t  thc t l i t tc tcct t th ct ' l l t t t r \ ' ,  r ic l . t

1-rcople gave boxes of preser.rts t() thcif w'orl<crs orr l ' ,orirlg

l )ay.  Now peoplc enioy cat ing,  c l r i r r l< i r rg, ,  r r r r t l  wr l tchi t rg

tc levis iOn at  home, or g5oi l lg () t l t  t ( )  wrt fch s() l l lc  sP()r t .

Another Br i t ish Chr istmrts t r r tc l i t io l l  is  t l tc  1 ' t r t t t tot l t i l t rc.

A p ' rautomimc is a k incl  of  p lay wi th I  chi ldrctr 's  story

(l ikc CinderelLa or ALaddin) and lots of music and sougs.

' fhere is usual ly a man who wears wolnen's c lothes and

plrrys an old woman. 'Shc' is not very beaut i fu l ,  but  she is

D
I

)

lc)

Christmas pudding and mince pies
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usual ly very funny. Chi ldren l ike pautomimcs becrrrr ' ,

they can lar.rgh, s ing, shout,  and make lots of noise .  ' l ' l r t  r

often go with their school or family.

The Christmas season ends on the twelfth day after 25

Decembcr, which is 6 .fanuary. Most 1-reople rake down

their  Christmas trees and decorat ions by this date, arrci

sonle peoplc think that it is unlucky to do this after 6

Jauuary.

Br-rt aftcr Christrrras the next festival comes very quickly.

Soon i t  is 31 December. I t  is New Year 's Eve - and then a

ncw year of scasons and celebrat ions bcgins.

GLOSSAITY

l t . r r l r t 'crrc : l  prr ty where y<l t t  cook f t ,<, .1 otr  l t  l i t t ' . r t tst t l t

l r t  t  orrrc to bcgin to be something

lrr ' t  r  . r  \ t r ( )ng,  browtr-coloured alcohol ic c l r r r r l<

,.r l .c .r  swcct focld ntac{c frotn f lour, eggs, su!a:rr, : t l rcl  [ ] tr t t t ' r

t  t ' lcbr:rtc to do somcthing to sh<lw that you arc h:tplry bccrtt tsc rt

rs .r spccial cl :ry; celcbration (n)

( ( ntury a t inre of one hundrcd ycirrs

. lrrrnrpagne a French wine '"r ' i th a 1ot of br,rbbles

. 'hicf the lcacler <lf  a gr()up of pcople

( lhr ist ian sorneone wh<l f<l lkrws thc rcachings of Jesus Christ;

Christ ianity the rel ipl ion that fol lows Jcsus Christ

coal a hrrrcl black substance that comcs from unde r the grolrnd

rrnci that is burnt to give heat

colony a colurtry t lrat is ruled by anothcr colrntry

concert rnusic playccl for a lot of people

culture the cust<lms, idcas, ancl way of l i fe of a group of pcople

decorate to make somcthir lg lr>ok nicer hy adcl ing bcauti fr ,r l

rhings to i t ;  decoration (z)

cnlpcror a man who rnles a group of coutttr ies

fal l  in lovc with to begin to lovc sonrcboclv

fcst ival  a t i tnc when peoplc cclcbmtc s() t l lc th i l l l l

faame s()mcthing that you pl : ry '  thr t t  hrrs r t r lcs,  e .g.  l i rotbrr l l .  t t ' r r r r is

ghost a kind of spir i t

god a spir i t  that  pcoplc bel icvc hrrs powcr ort ' t '  t l tc t t t  . l t t . l  t t r t t t r t '

goddess a female god

g()vcrnment a group of peoplc who cotrtrol r t  c()t l t t tr) '

gr()w to get bigger; to plant solrething in thc gtot lrrcl  rrncl look

aftcr i t

urrnpowdcr ,-r powder used to nri lkc gutrs or f i reworks cxplode

horrcy a sweet food that is made by bees

I louscs of Parl iament the bui lditrss where the Brit ish

q()vcrl lment mcets
A pantomime at  Chr istmas
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joke (play a joke on) to do something to another person to rnrrkt '

people laugh

kind a group of things that are the same rn some way

message words that one person sends to al lother

mix (n (t u) to put different things togethcr to nakc somcthing

new

pagan belonging to a rel igion that is oldcr t l r :rrr Christ ianity

park a large plarce with trees and E;ardcns whcrc people can g() to

walk, play games etc.

part ol le of the pieces of somcthing

pie a kind of food r.r.rirdc of mcat, fruit, or vegetables togcthcr

with pastry (flour, butter, and watcr)

plot a secret plan to do something bad

programme somethir lg that you watch on televrsron

rabbit a snral l  arr imal with soft fur arrd long cars

race a competit ion to scc who can do something thc fastcst

rel igion bel ieving in a god or gods, and thc things you do in

connectiorl  with this

service :r nccting in a church with prayers and singing

spice a srral l  part of :r  plant that you put in food to make i t  tastc

good

spirit rhc form of a dead person, which you can feel but cannot

scc

stocking a long sock

tax money that you havc to pay to the €iovernrncnt
torture to hurt someonc in order to make t lrcnr qrve you

informatiorr

tradition something that pcople have donc for a long tirne;

traditional (adj)

war fighting bctween armies of diffcrcnt connrries

war memorial a stone that is bui l t  to make people remember

soldicrs who died in a war

witch a worrall who c:rn do magic tl-rings

Scasons and Celebratior-rs

ACTIVITIES
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ACTI V I- I ' I  L,  S

Before Reading

This book is about seasons and celebrations. Which of
these things do you drink you are going to read about?
Tick nine lroxes.

Read the back cover of the book, and the introduction

on the first page. How much do you know now about

celebrations? Are these sentcnces true (T) or false (F)?

1 Remembrance Day is a new cclebrat ion,

2 Peoplc celebrate Easter in the winter.

3 Pancakes arc a kincl of food.

4 Therc arc a lot  c l f  new youl lg plants ancl  animals in the

aurLlmn.

-5 People havc barbecues on thc Fourth of .fuly.

6 There were no celcbrations befcrre Christianiry.

A(l- I ' lVl  I  l l lS

While Raading

I t t ' : r t l  Ohaptcrs 1 and 2.  Match thc bcginnings arrc l  t l rc

t  r r t l i r rgs of  the sentences.

I  l . : rstcr  r rnd Chr istnr i rs arc old fcst ivrr ls that  .  .  .

L\ t  speci : r l  t imes l i l<c Mother 's D"y .  .  .

i  lrr l-orrclon, a lclt of pcople gcl tcl Tiirfalg:rr Square .

J Atr l , l  1a11,?.Synt,  .  .  .

t  l r r  Scot lancl ,  New Year 's Eve .  .  .

o ' f l r ings in the shops are c l . re i rper .  .  .

-  Whcrr  Vrr lerr t i t re wirs in ; r r isorr ,  he .  .  .

:r) in Jlrrrr.rrrry.

b) is a song about olc l  f r iends.

e) fcll irr love.

t l )  becamc Christ iarr  fest ivels.

c) is crrl led Hogmanal,.

t )  on.3 1l)ccetrber in thc cvcnins.

g) pcople ofteu scncl crrrcls.

l {cad Chapter 3.  Tlrcrr  r r r . l tch thc courr t l ics wi th thc

rrrr t ional  days.

I Scotl:rnd

I  l rc l r rncl

I Ncr.v Zcrllanci

- l  l :nglrrncl

i  Wrr lcs

e) Srr int  ( icorgc's l ) r r1 '

l 'r) \Xlrriterrgr l)ru'

c)  Srr int  Arr t l rcw's l ) r r ,v

cl)  Saint  Dru' ic l 's  Day

c) Sairr t  Patr ick 's Day

E t,r 'tgt

n 6r"t
E flo*'..t

I tt.rt-t

tr solcliers

E car.1s

tr  sui tcascs

E homewc,rk

E chtrrch

I pl" t  
" t

- -L l tood

f  pt"t"t t t t

E hntr. t

! pnrrties
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Read Chapters 4 and 5. Choose the best question word for ltcad Chapters 8 and 9, then circlc thc c()r'r 'cct rvords itr

these questions, and then answer them. c:lcl l scntence.

.What 
lWhen I  How l-Why I  ln the UI( ,  pcople arc s i lcnt  tor  t rvo t t t int t tcs . r t  t t ' t r  I

. l  
_ many clays are there in Lenr? aleuen o'c lock on 11 Novetr tbcr.

Z -  do peoplc eat on rhe day before Ash \Wednesday? J Mrrr ly people wcrr  rcd pirPer / ) ( ) / ) / ) / ( ' - i / /1 ' - (1"s () l r

3 - was thc old name for the goddess <tf spri 'g? Rcmembrauce Day.

4 - are there clfterr baby shccp or r:rblrits on Easter carcls? i In 1915, thousands of yourtg soldiers frotl Atrstrrt l i :r

5 _ clo ;-rc.ple eat h.t cross burrs? and Nee, Zealand I china dicd in Ttrrkey.

6 _lo'g have people celebrated Fathcr,s Day? '1 The Pilgrim Fathers were a group of Spanisb I Englislt

7 _was Al l  Fools 'Day? pcople who sai led to America in1620.

8 - did some people want ro buy spaghetti trees in 1957? -5 The 'Wampat]oag started l iving in North Atlenca

before I after the Pilgrim Fathers arrived.

ReadChapters6and7.Herearesomeuntruesentences. 6IntheUSA,Thanksgiv ingDayisncarthcendof
Change them into true sentences. Octgber I Not,ember.

I Thc surnrner scllstice is the shortcst diry of the year.

2 The word solst ice corncs f ro ' r  the Lat i ' r  w'rd.sol , ,  
Read chapters 10 and L1'  then complete the sentences

wtth these words. (Use each word once.)
which mezlns rnoolr.

3 The big stones at Avebury and Stonehenge h:rve been August, Bethlehem, biggest, cards, Cdribbetrn, C,rtnirul,

there for about f ive hunclred years. carols, christmas, clecortrt ions' immigrants, mil l ion, Strr

4 Thc 'Boston Coffee l)arty, in 1773 was a fight about 
Francisco, thrtusanJ

payrn€i  r i lxes.  I  Thc Nott i r rg Hi l l  -  is  i r r  I  orrr l rn : t t  thc cn. l  of

5 Americ i lns celebratc Inclependence Day evcry ycar on Imnrigrart ts f rot t t  t l tc  -  l r t 'g, t t t  r t  i r r  t l re

the Fourth. f  J i r .uary,  1960s. About 11 -  pcople (()nl( ' t ( )  sc ' t ' i t  ut 'err '  \ 'c . t r .

6 l , lg60,Hawai ibecamethefort iethstatcof  theUSA. 2 The Chir . retorvrr inthct lsAis i r r - .Alot

7 Hundreds of  years ago, people made lack o ' lanterns in of  Chinese l ivc thcrc.

November to keep the gclod spirits away. 3 Jesus was boru:rbor-rt tw() - )/crlrs itgo l l l  - '

8 At Hal loween, chi ldren knock on people 's c loors and say Peoplc remctnber that  specirr l  t i t r lc  l t

' t r ick 6r presel t? '  4 At Chr ist tnas,  peoplc setrc i  - -  aud prescrt ts ro their

1746

9 In 160.5,  ( iuy Frwkes tr ied to k i l l thc Queen of  Englancl .

l0 Pcoplc iu Ilritrriu have l'ronfires on 5 Dcccrrrber.

f r iends ancl  fami l ics.  Thcy sing -  i lud put

i r r  thcir  houses.
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ACTIVITIES

After Reading

Here are two e-mails about different celebrations. Complete
them using the words below (one word for each gap). The
subiects and datcs also need words from the list.

cIosed, doncing, Dct'anr[tcr, tlecorttions, Eue, fttce,
fi re tt, o rk s, H tt I I o t t, c e n, h o I i tl dt,, tu i dn i gh t, O c t o b e r, o rLtn ge,

p arty, p ut1't p kin, s p ir it s, st re et s

l 'm staying with a fami ly in NewYork.The chi ldren are
having a _ tonight.  They've dressed as wi tches and
ghosts -  they say i t  keeps the bad _ awaylThere are
a lot  of  in the house, too -  they're black and _.
Outside the door there's a strange l ight .  Someone has cut
a _ in the s ide of  a _,  and they've put a l ight  in i t !
See vou !
Tania

, \ (  j r  / \ ' r  t  t t , . .s:  Af ter  l lat l i t r i4

I  r r r t l  thcsc words in the word sei t rc l t  bckrrv,  r r t t t l  t l t - r r rv l i l rcs

t l r rorrgh them. The words go frol l  lc f t  to r ight  r r r r t l  t ( ) l )  l ( )

I  r (  ) t  t ( ) t l l .

, t l t l t lcs, l tonnet,  c l rct ls,  Obr ist t r tas,  Jc(t t r , t l i t t t ts ,  I . , rst t ' r ,  l t t r t l - ,

l , ,  r  t  t ' t  st,  p t tnc tt  ke, l) .11't t  ott  t  i  t l t  (  s, l  t  t  r  t  r  t  l  t  l< i  r  r ,  l  l , ,  r  t  r  k s :<i t '  i  t  r '<

fn I , rl-r, ̂ b

M t rJrJ

TER

AO r s' lTo
O N SIN

r-lTa ' r l
* . lAfK E

\ t  NLE]

the words into groups under thcse three headings.

SPRINC; ALITTI\ IN WIN'TI: I I

Now wri te down al l  thc let tcrs th: t t  do t tot  hrrvc l i r rcs

through them, beginning with thc f i rst  l i r rc r t r td goir tu

rrcross each l ine to the encl .  Y<l t r  t t< lw h, tve l . l  lc t tcrs,  which

nrrrke a sentence of 3 words.

I  What is the sentcncc?

I \X/hcrc c1o von think vou wi l l  scc i t ,  r t r tc l  lv l rcrr?

M

D

E

T
(.

E

l)ut

or-,€ mffioffi€3ffi
Subject: NewYear's _ Time: 23.30 Date: 31

Hel lo f rom Edinburgh!
There are thousands of  people in the _.  Everyone is
singing and _.There are a lot  of  _,  too.  l t 's  very
noisy!  In hal f  an hour i t  wi l l  be .  Everyone is exci tedl
Nobody wi l l  go to work tomorrow -  i t 's  a _,  and al l
the banks and shops wi l l  be _.  Everyone wi l l  s tay in
bed !
Bye! Tim

o PS

oc)o ag$ff i$n
Time: 19.45 Date: 31
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Here is a new photo for the book. Find the best place in | \\/ lrrrt happens in your country at thcsc tirrtes?

the book to put the picture' and answer these questions' 
I t rr c begi'n ing of the 

'cw 'crr 
r

Thc picture goes on page - .  )  \ , .ur  r r i l t ional  day

1 What can yol l  scc in the photo? i  M.rher 's Day <lr  Fatf ier 's l ) r ry (9r r r  l ' r .sr i r ' , r l  l i l i t  t l rcst)

2 
'What 

date is i t? |  t6e change of  scasols ( fgr  exrtr t rp lc,  tht ' l 'cg, i  r rn i r tq ol

3 What z l re the chi lc l rerr  c lo i r rg? s ' r i r rg,  or  the midcl le of  summcr)

4 Do you rhink i t  is  r -nornir . rg or evening? Why?

Write two or three sentences about each festival' Try to

ii l lswer questions l ike these:

'  How clo peoplc celebrate? Do they have part ies in thcir

houses, or in the streets?

' Do people seucl cards <>r prescnts? Do they go to chtrrch,

or any other special  p lacc?

. Do people eat special  foocl?

l)o you agree or disagree with these sentences?

h,xplain why.

I People spencl too much llt()ltcy

nt Chr istrrras atrc l  < l t l rer  fcst i i ' r r ls .

I \We have too nrilr l\ '  lrolicl,rl s

rrnd fest ivals iu my cott t t t t ' t :

3 lt 's imtr'rortant to rettrcllr l.tct '

people who diccl it.t rvrrrs.

I I"ireworks arc clrrttgcrtltts it 's

wrong tct  sel l  the t r r  to chr lc l rcrr .

\ ( ; l { l : l -  l ) l \ ' \ ( ,1{ l ; l

TI

t l

t l

L

T

i l

f]

u

Now write a caption for the picture.

Oaltt iort:
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\ \ras warnr enough!). Shc rr ls<l tr icd l .r<lt  i r i r  bal looning ancl scubr-

cl iving but gcncral ly prefcrrc<J to kccp her fcct ()n rhc gr()unc1.

.f  rrckic rewrote Scasons ttnd Celebrdtions for this uew ccl i t iorr
with hcr usttal euergl,  and elthusiasut, atrd was lookipg f6rward

to i ts prrbl icat ion. Howcver, Jackie cl iccl i rr  2007,.rfrcr a long ancl
brevc f ieht rrsr.r inst i l l rrcss.

( )XFORD BOOK\7ORMS I- I  I } I {  A I {Y

(  l / , r -ssic,s '  Cr ime dl  Mr ' -sfcn' '  l '  a,  |  |  i  l , '  t '  l , r r t l , r :  t  r : '  I  I  |  )  t  t  t ,  t

Hnman Interest .  1) / ,11' ,st  r i1r ts '  I  l , t i I l , ' t  r ' , \ , I t ' ,  t t I t r t ,

'  l r t tc ' \ l  r t r  i t 's '  \Y 'or l , / , \ /or  l r 's

l l l r ' ( )Xlrol{ l )R(X)K\\1) l { I '1sl- l l l l t / \ l { \  pr() \ ' idcscrr jo l t [ r le r . , t , l i t lg i r r l ] r lq l is l r . r r r l l l

, r  ry i t lcrnlgeof c l : rssic lnclmodcrn f ic t io l t , t rot t  hct iot t ,arr t l  p l . r is  l t  i t tc l t t , l ts

, , r ig i t t : r l  ancl  aclapted tcxts iu sevcn c:rreful ly graclccl  l , r r lgt lagc st . lgt  t ,  u l t i .  l r

t , rkc lcaruets f rorn beginner to aclr ' : rnced lcvel .  Ar l  c lvcrvicw is givct l  ot l  t l l t

n(  \ t  pages.

Al l  Stege I  t i t les arc avai lablc i ls  audio recordir tgs, : rs wel l  : rs over eight l

othcr t i t lcs f rour Starter to StLrge 6.  Al l  Startcrs and rnany t i t lcs at  Stagcs I

t() 4 irrc specially rcct>mmcncled for youngcr learners. Every l3o<lkvu'ornl is

r l lustr i r tcd,  aucl  Starters and F:rct f i lcs have ful l -colot l r  i l lustrat l<>ns.

I  hc oxrono ROOKw()RMs t tBRdRY also of fcrs extensivc st lpport .  Ea:rch book

c()ntains an introclnct ion to thc story,  l totcs nlrout the author '  a glossar l ' ,

:urc l  act iv i t ies.  Adcl i t ional  resources inclr . rc le tests aud rvorkshects '  l t lc l

iuswers for  thcse anc' l  for  the act iv i t ics in the books. Thcre is:rdvicc ort

runrr ing a c lass l ibrary,  r . rs ingl  atrdig recorcl ings,  er td the m: l l l .v  w. lvs of  t ts i l rg

Oxforcl  Bookwornrs in rcacl ing programnlcs Rcsottrcc l l l . l tL r i i l l \  i l r t '

r r  v:r i lablc on the websi te <www.oLtp.cotn/c l t /bookwclrnrs>.

' lhe Oxford Booku,orms Col lect ion is rr  scr ics f<t t '  i t . l r . t l t t . ' .1 lc i l l r r (  rs.  l t

corrs ists of  v<l lumcs of  short  st()r ics hv n 'c l l - l i r towrt  r t r t t l tor t ,  l rot l t  t l r tsst t  r t l l t l

t l loclcrn 'Textsarenot i tbr ic lgct l  or ' l t l ' tPt t t l  i t t r t t t \  ur t \ ' l ' t r t t ' l r t ' l t t l l t  s t l t t l t t l

to bc accessiblc t ( )  thc i lc lv i r t rcc. l  s l l t t l t  t t t

Y<rucanf incldetai lsarrdafLr l l  l is tof  t i t lcs intht  ( ) r ' / i r r , i  I i l , r , l i t t ' r t t r t ts l  i l ' r , t rv

Ott .a logue 
' ; r ,c l  

Oxford Engl ish I  'angt,rgt"  l  c , r ,  l . , i r r !  (  
" , r  

l , r l t  txrr t 's , . t  t t . l  or t  thc

rvcbsi te <www.oup.com/el t /boolcworlns>.



5554

THt,  OXT. 'ORD BOOKWORMS LIBI{ARY
GRADING AND SAMPLF, EXTRACTS

STARTtsI{  .  Z5O HEAD\i lORDS

present s implc -  prcscl t t  cont inLrotrs i r r rpcr:ruve -

cdn/ cLxnnot,  must -  going to ( furure) -  s imple gcruncls . . .

Hcr phonc is r inging - but whcre is i t?

Sal ly gets out of  bed and looks in her bag. No phonc.

She lool<s Lrndcr the bcd. No phone. Tl-ren sl-re looks behincl
the door. There is her phone. Sally picks up her phone arrcl
answers it. Sally's Phone

STAGE, I .4OOHEADWORDS

... past sirnple - coorclination with tntl, but, or
subordnarion wirh before, after, when, bet.ause, so ...

I  knew him in Persia. He was a famous bui lder and I
workcd with hirn rher:e. For a time I was his friend, br_rt
not for lor-rg. When he came to Paris, I came after hirn -

I wanted to watch hirn. He was a very clever, very dangerous
man. Tbe Phantom of the Opera

STA(;F,  2 O /OO HF.AD!(/ORDS

. . . present pcrfec - utill (future) - (don't) haue to, ntust not, could -
comparison of adjcct ives - sirnple l /cl :ruses - past continuor-ls -

rag qucstions - asklteLl + inf ir  i t ive . .  .

\y/hile I was writing these words in my diary, I decided
what to do. I must try to escape. I shall r-ry to ger down thc
wirll or"rtsidc. The window is high abovc the ground, but
I have to try. I shall rake some of the golcl with me - if I
escape, perhaps it will be helpful Iater. Dracula

s lA(; l i  J  '  tooo l l IAl) \ \ ' ( ) l { l ) \

. . l , , , t r l , l .  r t t , t l '  prcsct l t  perfect  c<l t l t i t t t tot ts t t5( ' t l  l t ,  l ) .1\ l  l ) (  t  l r  (  |

( i lUsi l t ive -  re lat ivc c lauscs -  int l i rcct  \ t i l l (  l l l (  l l l \

(  ) l  r ( ) r r t 'sc,  i t  was l r lost  importal l t  t l l r l t  l l ( )  ( ) l lc  s l lotr l . l  s t ' t '

(  , l r r ,  M:rry,  c l r  Dickon entet ' i t rg rhc secret  g i l r ( l ( ' r l .  So ( .o l i l r

1, , , r r ,  , r t ' r lcrs to thc gardcncrs t l r r r t  t l rcy t r r t rst  : l l l  l<t ' t 'p r t rvr tv

Irr rnr tfr:tt p:rrt of the garderl in fr 'rtLrrc. ' l 'hc Sccrc! oanlctt

STAGE 4'  I4oo I l t ' lADwOlt l )S

. . .  p lst  perfect  cot . t t i t ' tuot ls pessive (srmple fbrrns)

u'ould condrtioual clauses - inclircct cluesticltts -

rcletivcs witl't ruherelwhez - geruucls nfter prepositiotts/phr:rses " '

I wrrs glad. Now Hyde could not show his facc tc'r the world

ilgrl i l l .  If he did, every honest matr iu London would bc proud

to report him to the police. Dr tekyll and Mr Hyde

STAC;E 5 .  I8OO HL,AD\X,ORDS

. . .  future cotr t iuuotts -  future pcrfect  -

passive (moclals,  cotr t iuuous forms) -

uould baue concl i t ional  c lat tses -  nroclals f  pe r fect  int in i t i r 'c

l f  he had spoken Estel la's name, I  wor-r ld havc l .r i t  hi t l r .  I  r ' r ' r ts str

angry with him, and so deprcssed i lbout l l rv futt trc '  thr l t  I  corr l t l

6ot  eat  the breakfast .  I t rstearc{ I  r ,vcrr t  straigl r t  to t [e ol t l  l rot tst .

Creat Expectations

STAC;b, 6 '  z50o l l l l i \ l ) \ t ( ' ( ) l {  l ) \

passive 
""u:i:'J,:;ili:l::k:::li;:;iJll;,i"' ':'. 'l Ii ':gs

Whcn I  steppred up to the piauo, I  was conf ic lc l r t '  l t ' ,vrrs rrs i f  I

l<rrcw t l r i r t  thc prodigy s ide of  nre rct l ly  c l ic l  cxist .  AIr t l  whcrr  I

st: lrtcc{ to plzry, I was so caught up it l how lovclv l lool<etl that

I cliclrr 't worry how I would souucl. The Joy Luck Club


